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Another year has passed, and after four years it was time for me
to step down as the President of our Association at our AGM in
May 2020. It has been a pleasure and honour to serve as your
President and I thank you for the opportunity.
I want to take this opportunity to recap some of our activities in
2019 and 2020. Your Association has again hosted, the
Welcome Back BBQ and the Cambrai Dinner in 2019. While the
weather for the BBQ was not the best, we are confident
everyone went home well-fed. I am quite confident there was
sufficient food for all ranks as this year we actually had leftovers,
but rest assured they did not go to waste. It was unfortunate the
Engineers were unable to join us in 2019. They were missed.
The 2019 Cambrai Dinner was held once again at Canad Inn
Fort Garry. As usual the hotel did a great job with the dinner and
the staff on most accounts did a superb job. Our thanks to the
Guidon Party for another fine job done! We have had the same
music man for a number of years now, but for whatever reasons
some years there are large number of members taking
advantage of the music and in other years very few. To that
point, if members have ideas or suggestions to change up this
event, please let us know.
Also in 2019 members of the Association attended the Soldiers’
Appreciation Dinner, and we were pleased to have the
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opportunity to serve the Jr. Ranks that
evening. While we may not have been visible,
we were happily filling the plates with your
Christmas Dinner and we had fun doing so. We
also presented a turkey to the member that
had the best shot and a Cornish game hen to
the member that did not have the best shot.
From the looks of things that evening all
members of the Jr. Ranks enjoyed themselves.
While your Association has been providing
sponsorship to the children’s Christmas Party,
it was decided that rather than host a children’s
party in 2019 the Unit was to host a Family Day
to be held later in 2020. Your Association was
happy to commit financial sponsorship for this
event in lieu of the children’s Christmas party.
However, as a result of COVID19 the Family
Day did not occur.
In 2019, your Association had also made a
financial commitment to 1226 Fort Garry Horse
Royal Canadian Army Cadet Corps to sponsor,
in part, their trip to Central Canada. As the trip
was cancelled the equivalent funds were
invested into the 1226 Fort Garry Horse Royal
Canadian Cadet Corps Endowment fund,
which is held by the Foundation.
At a meeting of the Executive Committee of the
Association late last year a motion was passed
to provide further support to our Regimental
Family. This new initiative is in the early
planning stage when the initiative rolls out all
in the family will be provided with the details.
Unfortunately, in 2020, as a result of COVID19 the Association and its activities had ground
to a halt. We were fortunate to be able to host
the Welcome Back BBQ on September 13,
2020. Unfortunately, the Normandy Dinner, Jr.
Ranks Appreciation Dinner, Cambrai Dinner,
and Children’s Christmas Party were not held.

Your Association has had its challenges over
the years in having Regimental Family
members step forward and actively participate
in the operation of our Association. I extend an
open invitation to all to consider stepping
forward and getting involved.
It has been another enjoyable year, serving the
members of the Regiment and I thank you for
that opportunity.
FACTA NON VERBA
Submitted by Bob Dolyniuk

In Memory of Stan Butterworth
On Feb 20, 2020 at 0700 hr. Stan Butterworth
passed away and went to report for duty to his
new boss in the great beyond.
H9538 Arthur Stanley Butterworth, in all the
years I’ve known him I never knew his first
name was Arthur, he was just Stan. He began
his military service as a Cadet in the Cameron
Highlanders Cadet Corps.
In 1942 joined the Reserve Army, serving as a
gunner in 19 Field Battery, RCA, located at
McGregor Armoury, not far from his home on
Atlantic Avenue.
When he came of age for overseas service in
1943, he and his brother Fred joined the
Canadian Armoured Corps and trained in
Winnipeg and Borden before being posted to
England as reinforcements in March of 1944.
In October 1944, they were sent to Holland and
became members of the FGH, both as
gunners, and were posted to the Regiment
which was then in action near Woensdrecht,
Netherlands.
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He served in A Squadron through the rest of
the Netherlands campaign and the advance
into Germany. Fred, his brother, was a
member of B Squadron, and was killed during
the liberation of Groningen in April 1945.
As a late reinforcement, after the fighting was
over, Stan was employed delivering trucks on
road trips as far as Czechoslovakia. He
returned to Canada in 1946.
Stan was predeceased by his beloved wife
Hazel, parents and his brother Fred. He is
survived by two sons Fred (Jennifer) and Gary
(Tannis) and two daughters-in-law Jennifer
and Tannis, six grandchildren and two greatgrandchildren.
Stan was employed at Dustbane as the
Administrative/Accounting Manager, then by
RL Crane as a Sales Rep selling computer
forms, prior to retirement.
Stan was always a staunch supporter of the
Regiment, and Regimental Family. He seemed
to always be helping out with the museum,
Association, the kit shop, and soldiers of the
Unit. He would always take time to talk to a
member or listen to them if they approached
him and he always had a smile. On
discussions with Stan, he could always come
up with a calming way of looking at things that
would soothe your temper and give you a
unique perspective to the problem you
discussed. I know that he will be greatly missed
by all who knew him.
The family will be having a private interment of
Stan’s remains. At a date and location yet to
be determined a celebration of Stan’s life will
be held. Once the family lets us know the
where and when of Stan’s celebration of life,
the Unit will push that information out. We have
lost a giant within the regimental family.

Submitted by LCol Dave Koltun (Ret’d)

Two Brothers in the Garrys
Trooper Fred Butterworth of B Squadron of the
FGH died April 13, 1945. He was the gunner in
his tank that was hit by a German panzerfaust
rocket. His squadron was supporting infantry in
the operation to liberate the city of Groningen,
in the northeast of the Netherlands.
Panzerfaust translates from German as
armoured fist. It was an inexpensive, single
shot, recoilless, man-portable anti-tank
weapon. A memorial plaque on the building in
Groningen marks the site today where the tank
was found after it burned.
Fred‘s brother, Trooper Stan Butterworth, was
in the Garrys there at the time and later wrote
the following letter to his parents about his
brother’s death. The letter is transcribed from
a video interview in 2011 with Stan reading the
letter.
Stan survived the war and passed away in
Winnipeg in February 2020. We miss him.
Dear Mother, Father, Ruth and Doreen;
By the time you have received this letter, you
will have been notified of the terrible news. My
thoughts are with you in all this great sorrow. I
don’t think there is much that I can say to help.
Fred was the best brother and friend that a
man could have. If I could choose myself, I
could never find anyone near as good.
I believe that you would like to know something
of how it happened. It was just on the outskirts
of Groningen, during very stiff street fighting.
His tank was hit twice with bazookas
(panzerfaust). It may be a consolation that he
could not have suffered at all.
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I visited his grave today. It was covered with flowers put there by people of the district. I could not
manage to be at the funeral, but he had many friends there. A service will be held for him tomorrow
which I will attend. Also, I have borrowed a camera and I will send some photos of the grave as I feel
sure you would like to have them.
There is one tribute I would like to pass on to you. A Dutch man, who shook my hand, said he died
to free our city. He did, but he died for more than that. He fought for all us so that we could have
peace. He fought and died so that there would be no more Canadian graves in Europe, so the war
to end wars becomes a reality. It is up to us over here to finish this fight and then up to all of us both
here and back there to see that what he died for becomes a reality.
I wish I could close with something to relieve your sorrow, but words fail me.
Love, Stan
Submitted by HLCol David Stones

Fred and Stan

Stan in 2014

Lest we Forget
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Remembrance Day 2020
This November 11th was celebrated a bit different with members of the FGH sending small groups
to grave sites of FGH soldiers.
1 Troop, A SQN sent members to pay their respects to Stan Butterworth at the FGH memorial just
south of the Pavilion in Assiniboine Park. Stan was instrumental in the design and build of the
memorial.

List of Unit members who visited sites:
Brookside Cemetery
2Lt Smith, MCpl Suggitt, Pte Remulla
Selkirk Area
Cpl, Laschuk, Tpr Flett, Pte Yaworenko
St. Mary’s Cemetery and St. James Cemetery
Cpl Reynolds, Pte Driver, Cpl Jones
Winnipeg Elmwood Cemetery
Cpl Hunter, Cpl O’Reilly, Cpl Sherlow

Members Visited
Rank

Name

Pte

SINCLAIR,
George C

Date of
Death
15 Apr
1921

Age

Svc Num

Cemetery

Next of Kin

Age
32

476353

MAPLETON (ST. CLEMENT'S) CEMETERY,
Manitoba, Canada
L.4. S.E."E." 151A. R.4.

Son of Thomas and
Catherine Sinclair, of
Selkirk, Man.
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BEAUMONT,
Stafford

2 Nov
1918

Age
31

2147569

WINNIPEG (BROOKSIDE) CEMETERY,
Manitoba, Canada
Mil. 133.

Son of the late John
and Marie de Main
Beaumont, of
Manchester, England;
husband of Dorothy
Kathleen Beaumont,
of Turgoose, Victoria,
B.C
Son of the late Swan
and Augusta Sophia
Nelson.

Pte

NELSON, Albert

20 Feb
1919

Age
22

551904

WINNIPEG (BROOKSIDE) CEMETERY,
Manitoba, Canada
Mil. 161.

Pte

REID, John

3 Nov
1918

Age
32

14491

WINNIPEG (BROOKSIDE) CEMETERY,
Manitoba, Canada
Mil. 134.

Son of Henry and
Ann Reid, of 61,
Union St., Keith,
Banffshire, Scotland.

Pte

PAGET, Alfred

9 Oct
1919

Age
40

2147819

WINNIPEG (BROOKSIDE) CEMETERY,
Manitoba, Canada
Mil. 228.

Pte

PARKS, John H

9 Apr
1919

Age
25

14748

WINNIPEG (ST. JAMES'S) CEMETERY,
Manitoba, Canada
L.I. B.164. G."D."

Son of Mrs. Jane
Paget; husband of
Leila Paget, of 612,
41st St., San
Bernardino,
California, U.S.A.
Son of the late Mr.
and Mrs. John Parks;
husband of the late
Doris May Parks, of
Suite 16, Vesta
Apartments, Agnes
and Targents Avenue,
Winnipeg, Man.

Pte

BECKETT,
Claude Frank

5 Jun
1918

Age
19

2147725

WINNIPEG (ST. MARY'S) CEMETERY
S."B." 31. North-West Corner.

Tpr

STEFANIC,
Victor Jacob

15 Aug
1941

Age
22

H26272

SELKIRK (UKRANIAN CATHOLIC)
CEMETERY, Manitoba, Canada
B. Lot 1. Grave 2.

Son of John and
Hannah Beckett of
Inkster, Man.
Son of Jessie
Adamoski, of Selkirk.
Line

Sgt

LINDSAY, John

16 July
1942

Age
37

H63527

WINNIPEG (ELMWOOD) CEMETERY
Sec. 12A. Grave 1398.

Husband of Jane
Lindsay, of Winnipeg.

Tpr

KROSNEY,
Michael Darren

21 Aug
1983

Age
18

V89 998
577

WINNIPEG (ELMWOOD) CEMETERY
Sec. 11C. Grave 26.

Son of Russell Gerald
and Edna Doreen
Krosney of Winnipeg,
Manitoba. Brother of
Gerald Krosney.

We will Remember Them
6

January 2021
Change of Command
On September 12, command of the Regiment
was transferred from LCol Dave Koltun, CD to
LCol Gillian Dulle, CD.
Biography of LCol David Koltun, CD
LCol Koltun was born in Winnipeg, Manitoba in
1961 and was raised and educated in
Winnipeg. He joined The Fort Garry Horse as
a private in 1978. LCol Koltun progressed
through the NCO ranks culminating in his
appointment to Regimental Sergeant Major
and promotion to Chief Warrant Officer in
1995.
After completing his tour as RSM in 1999 he
was commissioned from the ranks to Captain
in January 2000. LCol Koltun deployed to
Germany on Ex REFORGER 84 as a Master
Corporal, and as a Captain he deployed to
Afghanistan as the J1 Management National
Command Element on Op ARCHER Roto 0.
He was employed on class B with LFWA HQ
as the LFWA Bold Eagle Co-ordinator for serial
13 of the program. From 2001 to 2010 he was
on class B employment with 38 Canadian
Brigade Group Headquarters as the G1
Management. From April 2010 until Sept 2012
he was employed as the Platoon Commander
with the Integrated Personnel Support Centre
Winnipeg. Throughout his time on class B
employment he continued to volunteer with the
Unit when his class B duties would allow.
LCol Koltun was promoted to Major in 2009.
On returning to class A service with the
Regiment, then Major Koltun was appointed
the Regimental Second in Command effective,
1 September 2012, followed by Acting
Commanding
Officer
and
Incoming
Commanding Officer designate on 1 January
2013. LCol Koltun was promoted to LCol and

appointed Commanding Officer of The Fort
Garry Horse 6 April 2013.
LCol Koltun is married to Laura Koltun and has
one daughter, Rosemary and the Koltuns live
in Winnipeg, Manitoba. His hobbies include
fishing, gaming, hiking, motorcycling, reading
sci-fi, fantasy and history.
Biography of LCol Gillian Dulle, CD
Lieutenant Colonel Gillian Dulle was born in
Moose Jaw, Saskatchewan and raised in
Coronach, Saskatchewan. She began her
military career with the Saskatchewan
Dragoons as a Reconnaissance Crewman
Private in 2003 while still in high school. She
commissioned
as
an
Armoured
Reconnaissance
Officer
with
the
Saskatchewan Dragoons in May 2006.
During her career she has filled the roles of
Troop Leader, Battle Captain and Squadron
2IC, Officer Commanding and Commanding
Officer with the Saskatchewan Dragoons. She
has also served extra-regimentally as the
Operations Officer for 17 Wing Detachment
Dundurn for 3 years. During her last 3 months
in Dundurn she was appointed Acting
Commanding Officer for the Detachment. In
May 2016 she was promoted to her current
rank and appointed Commanding Officer of
The Saskatchewan Dragoons. She currently
serves as an Aide de Camp for the Lieutenant
Governor of Saskatchewan since March 2018,
currently serving The Honourable R. Murasty.
Lieutenant Colonel Dulle’s operational
experience includes Platoon Commander for
the Psychological Operations (PSYOPS)
Team in Kandahar, Afghanistan on TF 3-09.
While commanding the PSYOPS platoon, she
earned the Canadian Expeditionary Force
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Command
(CEFCOM)
Commander
Commendation for her leadership and actions
during her tour. She returned to Kabul,
Afghanistan as a mentor at the Afghan
National Army Command and Staff College
during Op ATTENTION Roto 0, for which she
earned the Task Force Commander
Commendation.
Lieutenant Colonel Dulle is employed at
Cameco a Uranium Mining Company in
Saskatchewan as a Project Cost Controller.
She is currently on year two of the Canadian
Forces College Joint Command and Staff
Program and plans to obtain her Masters
degree upon completion. She resides in
Saskatoon with her husband, Brennon and
their daughter Kyia.
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CO’s Coins
On Thursday, October 1, 2020, former
Commanding Officer (CO) Lieutenant-Colonel
Dave Koltun awarded the first set of CO’s coins
in Fort Garry Horse history at LieutenantColonel Harcus Strachan VC MC Armoury.
For their efforts and achievements during
Lieutenant-Colonel Koltun’s tenure as CO, the
following individuals were presented with
coins:
Captain (Ret’d) Gordon Crossley
Captain Amy Franck
Warrant Officer Christopher Rankin
Warrant Officer Taylor Warren
Sergeant Shaun Duguay
Sergeant Wally Montgomery
Sergeant Aaron Montgomery
Sergeant Adam Briggs
Master Corporal Nic Suggitt
Master Corporal Charles Jun-Dundas
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A Blast From The Past

Without Troops) and practice troop and
squadron drills and tactics.

A YEAR IN THE LIFE OF THE REGIMENT
A Blast from the Past – Excerpts from “Facta
Non Verba”
Forty-nine years ago…..
When I joined the Militia, every year the
problem of equipment shortages grew worse.
Winter training had to be spread over
successive weekends, as there were not
enough parkas to equip the whole unit.
Vehicles and spare parts were also in short
supply. An issue of jeeps for recce duties was
expected but did not materialize. A large sand
table, with tiered seating around it was erected
in the armoury basement to help teach recce
tactics. To create a terrain model the sand was
shaped into hills and valleys. Roads were
indicated with cloth tape, and bits of green
"horsehair" material represented vegetation.
Wooden model buildings could be placed as
needed and wooden or metal vehicles and
even plastic toy soldiers were used to show the
deployment of vehicles and troops. We used
the sand table room for a number of years until
the Base Fire Marshall inspected and
discovered the only exit was through the boiler
room which was deemed unsafe. There was a
fire blanket in the room which could have been
used in an emergency. I'm glad we never had
to use it though. In the early 1970's there
wasn't enough information regarding cancer
and asbestos fragments which the blanket was
made from.
Another type of training tool was the cloth
model. This was a large piece of canvas or
burlap that could be painted to match a
topographical map of a given area. Then, by
using the map and model vehicles, soldiers
could take part in TEWTs (Tactical Exercise

To bolster the ranks, and field a more complete
organization the Garrys did some joint training
with the Saskatchewan Dragoons. In May of
1971, an exercise had the two units working
together in Shilo to defend an airfield against
two infantry companies. Both sides claimed
victory, but we all know who really won. During
the exercise one of the jeeps broke down and
a replacement from the echelon was brought
in to replace it. Swapping the equipment over,
it was discovered that the replacement vehicle
had been set up to use the C42 radio tower
mount on the spare tire bracket for the Antenna
Tuning Unit and none were available. The
breakdown used a fender mount but there was
no hole to attach the mount. The Sergeant
Major came over to find out what the delay
was. We explained that we wouldn't be able to
complete the installation because we had no
way of drilling a hole in the front fender. The
SSM looked at us, drew his pistol and put one
round in the fender where we needed the hole.
He then explained that he always kept live
ammunition in his pistol. The installation was
finished in a matter of minutes and we left the
hide and continued with the task.
In September 1971, Her Royal Highness,
Princess Margaret, came to Winnipeg to open
the new Art Gallery. The Militia of Winnipeg
provided a guard of honour and supporting
troops, a task that employed 45 members of
the unit. The day of the opening ceremony was
a hot and sunny Manitoba summer afternoon.
We were all formed up for inspection on
Memorial Boulevard. There was a delay of
about 30 minutes while we waited for Lord
Snowdon, the husband of Princess Margaret to
appear. No one seemed to know where he was
when there was activity at the south-west
corner of Portage Ave. and Memorial Blvd.
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Walking out of Louie the Thief's store (United
Army Surplus for those unfamiliar with what we
called it) walked Lord Snowdon wearing his
new (used) RCAF flight jacket, one of his best
souvenirs from Winnipeg. It was a long time
ago but I'm sure he wore it during the
inspection.
Louie the Thief's store was well known
to all members of the militia in Winnipeg at that
time. The combat field uniform wasn't issued to
the reserves yet but we were authorized to
wear it. The only place to get pants, shirts,
jackets, boots and crew suits (which were
really air force flight suits but we got away with
it) was from Louie. When it came to going in
the field with your only pair of ankle boots that
had that mirror shine on the toes and then
trying to recover it for the next RSM's
inspection Louie's price was extremely
reasonable. The combat uniform was issued to
the militia in the fall of 1971.
The next big battle came when we were issued
CF Greens and were told that we now wore a
green beret and the black beret was out but
that's a story for another day.
The photo below was taken at CFB Shilo in
1971. Seated left to right are Tpr B Peternaik,
Cpl J Langford, and Tpr D Biener.

RMI Award – Gordon Askew
The Royal Military Institute of Manitoba was
pleased to recognize Gordon Askew with the
presentation of the special recognition award
for over thirty-five years of outstanding service,
support and contribution to Canada, the
Canadian Armed Forces, Winnipeg and other
communities.
This
award
recognizes
individuals, groups, government officials and
corporations in Manitoba for their outstanding
support to Canada’s military and security
forces. This support can be a one-time
significant occurrence or of a longer-term
nature.
Biography of Gordon Askew
Gordon was born in Windsor, Ontario of
parents who had both served in the second
world war, in the Canadian navy. After the war,
his father re-enlisted in the RCAF. While
growing up, Gordon lived with his parents in
Ottawa, Marville, France (at 1 Fighter Wing),
Winnipeg and finally Toronto where his father
retired.
During his working years he lived or worked in
all of the provinces and major cities in Canada
while working for the federal government and
three provincial governments.
He taught school in BC, working mostly with
troubled youth and worked for Correctional
Services Canada at Stony Mountain Institution
as a living unit officer, in addition to security
roles and provided training to staff and
inmates.
He worked for Veterans Affairs Canada for 24
years in district, regional and head offices in
Client Services and Canada Remembers
where he supervised area counsellors and
11
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client service agents and acted as district
director. He sat on or chaired, health care
teams at all levels of the department and
created and delivered staff training programs,
and supported community commemoration
events in Western Canada
Although he didn’t serve in the Canadian
Armed Forces, he has dedicated an
exceptional amount of time and effort to the
military.
His contributions to the military community
consist of:
•
Canada remembers events and
activities while with Veterans Affairs
Canada
•
President of the Fort Garry Horse
Regimental Association, having served
before in this position and others, during
20 years as a member
•
Secretary of the Fort Garry Horse
Regimental Senate
•
Board member of the Fort Garry Horse
Foundation
•
Volunteer and board member of the Fort
Garry Horse Museum & Archives
•
Volunteer in the Fort Garry Horse
Regimental Association Kit Shop

He has been married to his wife, Sylvia, for
over 40 years and they have three adult
children and three grandchildren all living in
Winnipeg.
Gordon’s contribution to the military and
civilian community in Manitoba and Winnipeg
has been exceptional. He is an individual who
has dedicated a significant amount of his life to
Canada’s military and to the civilian
community. Through his contributions to the
military and his community he has shown that
he is most deserving of the special recognition
award.

He has given back to his community in a
number of ways:
•
As director of L’odyssee de la CultureCanada, a not-for-profit organization
that promotes cultural, historical, tourist
and economic links between Canada
and France.
•
As treasurer of the Assiniboia West
Community Club.
•
As a volunteer with his children’s sports
teams and scout groups. And
•
He has canvassed for 10 years in his
community for a number of charities.
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RE-BUILDING THE REGIMENT
Excerpt from FACT NON VERBA Chapter 3 –
The Inter-War Period – 1919-1939
Following the demobilisation parade four
members of the regimental headquarters had
remained in uniform for a few more days in
order to pack up the regimental records and
documents. These were Lieutenant-Colonel
H.I. Stevenson, DSO (commanding), Captain
William Cowen, MC (the adjutant), Lieutenant
Herbert Yewdall and Sergeant John Burns,
MSM. Once that task was completed the
overseas unit, the Fort Garry Horse, ceased to
exist. What remained was the reserve unit (still
officially known as the 34th Fort Garry Horse)
that had stayed in Winnipeg under the
command of Lieutenant-Colonel Alexander
Claude Gray. Although Colonel Gray was still
on duty in 1919 he had little in the way of
equipment, funds and men. Gray’s problems
were partially resolved in July 1919 when the
Department of Militia and Defence forwarded
$1,500 to help compensate the reserve unit for
its many expenses, made in the public interest,
during the war and to help to fund the
forthcoming reorganisation.
Reorganisation was in the wind because it had
been determined in February 1919 that the
pre-war Militia units would be re-established in
the post-war army. The challenge was to meld
the Canadian Expeditionary Force units into
the pre-war system. To do this all of the units
were disbanded ‘for the purpose of
reorganisation.’ This permitted the newly
designated unit commanders to start with a
completely clean slate. In January 1920
Colonel Gray retired and the command passed
to his successor. A short time later, on 15
March 1920, The Fort Garry Horse (the
designation 34th had been dropped) was
reconstituted in Winnipeg as a unit of the Non-

Permanent Active Militia under the command
of Lieutenant-Colonel P.J. Montague, CMG,
DSO, MC, VD. Non-Permanent Active Militia or
NPAM was the Militia’s awkward title while the
regulars went by the official designation of
Permanent Active Militia, or more often,
Permanent Force. In November of the same
year the Fort Garrys were reconstituted as a
two-regiment unit with the 1st Regiment on the
NPAM order of battle and the 2nd Regiment on
the reserve order of battle. Personnel who
were non-effective were posted to the reserve
unit, which, throughout its sixteen-year
existence, was strictly a paper entity.
The new commanding officer, Percival John
‘Price’ Montague, was a lawyer in civilian life
and had had a distinguished war record, first
as an officer in the 27th Battalion, and later as
a staff officer in the 2nd Canadian Division.
Although there was a general war-weariness in
the country and not many veterans around who
were interested in peacetime service,
Montague was able to build up a solid core of
officers and non-commissioned officers,
several of whom had pre-war as well as
wartime service with the Fort Garrys. In July
1921 the first post-war unit camp was held at
the St. Charles training area and rifle ranges
just west of Winnipeg; although lack of
equipment and expertise led to this camp
being confined to weapons training, equitation
and drill. Tactical training would have to wait
for now.
The Regiment formed a part of the 4th - soon
renumbered as the 6th - Mounted Brigade,
commanded by the Fort Garry’s own BrigadierGeneral R.W. Paterson, DSO. Paterson would
hold this appointed from 1919 to 1924 when
Colonel H.I. Stevenson, DSO, would succeed
him. Stevenson held a lower rank because the
appointment of brigade commander had been
downgraded as an economy measure in the
13
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early 1920s. At the same time the designation
brigadier-general was changed to brigadier.
Memories of France were rekindled with the
September 1920 visit to Winnipeg of MajorGeneral Jack Seely and his son John. Many
veterans of the Canadian Cavalry Brigade
were present to hear their former commander
speak, with the Manitoba Free Press noting
that:
Just before leaving the table, after ‘God Save
The King,’ General Seely delivered a message
from His Majesty, King George V, to the
brigade: “Tell them,” His Majesty said, “that I
will never forget them, nor the noble undying
services they rendered their country and the
cause of humanity.”
In the reorganised post-war cavalry there were
only six mounted regiments, including the Fort
Garrys, designated as ‘horsed cavalry.’ The
other 28 mounted units were designated and
equipped as ‘mounted rifles.’ The designation
‘horsed cavalry’ meant that these units were
issued with swords and swords were required
for mounted escorts, which was one of the
functions of these units since they were all
located in capital cities across the country. The
‘mounted rifles’ had no swords; a point that
caused them much mental anguish. As a
result, for years after, there were letters being
written to headquarters in Ottawa stating why
it was imperative that such-and-such a
regiment be redesignated as ‘horsed cavalry’.
In 1922 the Regiment’s badge was changed to
the pattern that is in use today. The original
badge of the 34th Fort Garry Horse had
depicted the gate of Upper Fort Garry with the
motto ‘Facta Non Verba’ on a scroll beneath.
The badge of the 6th Battalion Canadian
Expeditionary Force had added a maple leaf
as a background and a numeral ‘6’ along with

the inscription ‘Western Canada.’ About the
time the Regiment went to France in 1916 the
badge was modified again deleting the
numeral ‘6’ and changing the scroll to read
‘Fort Garry Horse’. This badge was widely
worn, though never officially authorised. In the
1922 iteration, the design of the leaf and gate
was modified. Even though the new pattern
was the authorised version, the wartime
pattern badge continued in wear for many
more years, up to and including the Second
World War.
Though worn throughout the Great War, the
Regimental button was not officially authorised
until General Order 140 / 1928, where it was
described as; “The Gate of Fort Garry
ensigned with the Imperial Crown; below, the
letters “F.G.H.” Despite the General Order’s
official description on the actual button there
was no period after the letter ‘H’!
The Regiment now started on an expansion
programme and in 1922 Lieutenant F. Cockerill
undertook the raising of ‘B’ Squadron in the
Gunton, Teulon and Stonewall areas. The
remainder of the unit, Headquarters, ‘A’ and ‘C’
Squadrons were parading every Wednesday
at the Minto Armouries in Winnipeg.
Summer training continued at St. Charles with
the Regiment parading 225 soldiers and 180
horses for the 9-day camp of 1922. Later
camps in the mid-1920s would drop tactical
exercises in order to concentrate on officer and
NCO training. In his annual inspection report
dated June 1924 the District Officer
Commanding, Major-General H.D.B. Ketchen,
noted:
In spite of the fact that the unit as a whole was
not authorized to train I consider that the
Regiment is still in a very satisfactory state.
The organization throughout is sound and the
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men have been kept together by means of
voluntary parades. The Commanding Officer
and Squadron Leaders have spent a great deal
of pains in maintaining a high state of esprit de
corps, and had it been possible to have held a
Camp for the whole Regiment it is not
anticipated that any of the Squadrons would
have had the least difficulty in bringing in their
full quota of men.
Montague, whose spirit and effort had done so
much to revitalise the unit at a time when there
was little public interest or support for the
military, now handed over to LieutenantColonel Robert Francis Bingham, VD, an
officer with a long association with the
Regiment. As for Montague, he would succeed
Stevenson in command of the 6th Mounted
Brigade and thus keep that particular
appointment firmly within the Regimental
family.
The esprit de corps that Montague had been
noted for continued under Bingham with MajorGeneral Ketchen’s annual inspection report for
1926-27 noting that:
‘C’ Squadron voluntarily marched from Gunton
to Winnipeg, a distance of nearly 40 miles on
the day before the camp commenced. Men
and horses stood this march well and were
able to entrain at Winnipeg together with the
remainder of the Regiment.
On 17 June 1925 the commanding officer of
the 4th/7th Royal Dragoon Guards wrote a
letter from the unit’s lines at Hislip Barracks,
Trimalgherry, India. It was addressed to the
commanding officer of the Fort Garry Horse
and proposed that the two units become
affiliated. The Canadian regiment had been
selected for this honour because in July 1916,
during the Battle of the Somme, ‘B’ Squadron
of the Fort Garrys had been guided into

position at Bazentin-le-Petit-Bois by patrols of
the 7th Dragoon Guards. (See Chapter 2.) The
alliance was approved through General Order
Number 8 on 8 February 1926 and has
remained in effect ever since although the
British unit has undergone several changes of
title over the years.
Major John Stuart McMahon later recalled an
incident that took place when the Regiment
deployed to Camp Hughes for the annual
summer camp in 1928:
The Garrys were the only unit in the 6th
Mounted Brigade armed with the sword, the
other regiments still drilling as Mounted Rifles,
and their enthusiasm for the scheme led to a
charge with drawn swords against a position
held by the Cameron Highlanders. Needless to
say the Camerons left their position with some
speed; fortunately no one was hurt, although
the horses were ridden right through the
infantry line. Orders were given that on future
schemes of this nature swords should not be
drawn and the charge should halt before
reaching the infantry line.
In the 1930s National Defence Headquarters
was wrestling with the contentious issue of unit
perpetuation. Sam Hughes’ unilateral action in
creating a Canadian Expeditionary Force that
had no official ties with the Canadian Militia
had meant that the dearly won battle honours
of the Great War would disappear unless
something was done to link the two
organisations. The Battle Honours Committee
laboured mightily to find the necessary
linkages between Militia and CEF units. The
primary tool in this business was the process
of reinforcement. Finding that ‘Militia unit A’
had contributed a substantial number of
soldiers to ‘CEF unit B’ provided the necessary
link. Further, the presence of a substantial
number of these troops in a particular
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engagement led to the award of that particular
battle honour. It was a long, difficult and
painstaking process that took years to resolve
and the case of the 6th Battalion, CEF was one
of the more difficult ones. Of the 1461 men who
made up the battalion the contributing units
were:
18th Manitoba Rifles - 163
20th Border Horse - 120
22nd Saskatchewan Light Horse - 175
23rd Alberta Rangers - 78
32nd Manitoba Horse - 44, and
34th Fort Garry Horse - 877
It would appear from these numbers that the
Regiment had an open and shut case to be
awarded the perpetuation of the 6th Battalion.
The Battle Honours Committee, however, had
determined that the 34th FGH had not really
contributed 877 men. About 300 of these
soldiers had been recruited from places
outside of Winnipeg but were being held in that
city awaiting disposition. For accounting
purposes they were attached to the 34th FGH
and so appeared, on paper, to have come from
that unit. Be that as it may, it still left the 34th
FGH as the largest individual contributor to the
6th Battalion. However, the Honours
Committee then went on to note that while the
Fort Garry Horse already possessed honours
won in the field under their own name another
militia unit, the Border Horse, which had
supplied a total of 1,124 all ranks to the CEF,
had not been granted any sort of perpetuation.
Based on these somewhat suspect arguments
the perpetuation was awarded to the Border
Horse! The Border Horse was later
amalgamated, in 1935, with the 12th Manitoba
Dragoons.
As well as continuing the good work of Colonel
Montague, Colonel Bingham’s term of
command would be primarily remembered for

his founding of the FGH Cadets, an
organisation that is still going strong in
Winnipeg. When his tour ended he handed
over a strong unit (11 officers and 140 other
ranks) to another Great War veteran, James
Dunwoody.
It was Dunwoody’s difficult task to take the
Regiment through the trials of the Great
Depression. The government slashed the
military budget again and again throughout
these years as well as cutting back on the
number of training days Militia units were
permitted to use during summer camp. During
the period 1932 to 1934 no summer camps
were held for the 6th Mounted Brigade. The
Regiment, however, contrived to carry out its
own summer camps in Selkirk in 1932 and
1934 and at Stonewall in 1933 - that year
placing 32 officers and 200 other ranks under
canvas. In 1935 training camps for the 6th
Mounted Brigade were once again authorised
and scheduled training took place at Camp
Shilo.
Vital as the role of commanding officer was,
and is, to the success of any unit, no combat
arms unit can be successful without good noncommissioned officers. The individual most
directly concerned with the nurturing of these
important soldiers is the regimental sergeant
major. Throughout the critical depression
years, when many Canadian regiments were
disbanded through a combination of low funds,
low numbers and low morale, the Fort Garrys
persevered and a key reason for this happy
result lay in the work of Warrant Officer Class
1 (RSM) Ernest Chivers, MM.
Ernie Chivers had been born in England in
1894. Soon after immigrating to Canada, in
January 1914, he joined the 34th Fort Garry
Horse. He went overseas in 1915 and was with
the Regiment when it arrived in France in
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February 1916. Wounded at Rifle Wood in
April 1918 he was also awarded the Military
Medal that August. After the war he re-enlisted
with the Fort Garry Horse at Winnipeg as an
acting/corporal rising through the ranks until
appointed regimental sergeant major in 1926.
Twelve years later he would step down secure
in the knowledge that he had helped to
preserve his Regiment through a difficult
period. He later helped to found the FGH
Association and served as its President.
It was in the depths of the depression, when
everything was being run on a shoestring
budget, that the Regimental magazine The
Blue & Gold was launched with Volume 1,
Number 1 appearing on the inauspicious date
of 1 April 1934. A total of twelve issues were
produced before publication was suspended in
August 1940 for the duration of the Second
World War. Revived in the post-war era it still
remains a strong link that binds the dispersed
regimental family together.
Trooper Stan Butterworth Fund
Former HCol Brian Hastings, Doug Nairne and
HCol Bob Williams have decided to start a fund
at The Fort Garry Horse Foundation in memory
of Trooper Stan Butterworth. This named fund
will be listed on the annual report of specific
funds held at the Foundation and in this way
his name will be remembered. The fund has
been named “Trooper Stan Butterworth Fund”,
because Stan always referred to himself as a
Trooper

It is also planned to redesign the Kit Shop and
name the Kit Shop after Stan with an
appropriate plaque explaining Stan and his
service to Canada.
Gord Crossley Receives Historical
Preservation Award
On September 8, 2020, Lt.-Gov. Janice C.
Filmon presented the Lieutenant Governor’s
Historical Preservation and Promotion awards
at Government House to five Manitobans for
their prolonged, meritorious service in the
preservation and promotion of the province’s
history and heritage. Recipients were:
• Jean Ammeter (Headingley);
• John Burchill (Winnipeg);
• Gordon Crossley (Winnipeg);
• Gail Perry (Winnipeg); and
• Shirley Render (Winnipeg).
“In every community, in every city and town,
there are individuals who devote their time
and expertise to preserving documents,
creating historical studies, restoring or
maintaining historical buildings and artifacts,
bringing the past to life in schools, museums
and historic sites, and advocating for
historical understanding” said Lt.-Gov. Filmon.
“The dedication of the five individuals being
honored is even more meaningful in this, the
150th anniversary of the province’s entry into
confederation. It is a pleasure to celebrate
their commitment to ensuring Manitoba’s rich
history is kept alive.”

The interest earned on the unrestricted
Trooper Stan Butterworth Fund will be used for
the support of the Foundation with particular
emphasis on support for the Fort Garry Horse
soldiers and the Fort Garry Horse cadets.
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2020-2021 FGHRA Executive Elected
On May 31, 2020, the FGHRA held its Annual
General Meeting. As a result of the elections
that occurred during the meeting the FGHRA
Executive currently consists of:
President:
Vice President
Treasurer
Correspondence
Secretary
Recording
Secretary
Members at Large

Gordon Askew
Gord Crossley
Brian Peternaik
Gord Austin
Bob Dolyniuk
Patti Barritt-Cleary
Merv Gunter
Barb Gillis
David Stones
Kelly Woiden
Jim Scott

Thank you for your commitment to our
Association.

Happy New Year
To All!
And
Welcome 2021

Family members and friends are remined that
they too can participate in our Association. If
you have an interest, please contact one of our
Executive members.
Submissions to the Blue and Gold
Articles and submissions to the Blue & Gold
are always welcome. If you have something
you would like to submit for inclusion within the
Gold & Blue please contact Bob Dolyniuk
(BobDolyniuk@gmail.com). We look forward
to your submissions.
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