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Well, it certainly has been a unique time since I took over as
President in 2020. We have had a closure and then reopening
of the Armoury and then another closure to the public. We have
had to resort meetings via Zoom instead of face to face in the
Mess. We have had to look at alternate ways to support the
members of the Regimental Family through these trying times
and will continue doing so.
We were able to put on at least one event, the Welcome Back
BBQ last September which seemed successful given the pounds
of hot dogs that were devoured. We were not able to support the
Christmas dinner or give out the highly sought-after Cornish
Game hen for the worst shot or Turkey for best shot. Instead, we
offered a $15.00 discount to members for any purchase made at
the kit shop, good until the end of 2021. We also informed the
PMC’s of your mess that the Association kept all members of the
Regiment as members in good standing of the Association while
not assessing annual dues for 2020 and 2021.
We have made a dedicated effort in conjunction with the
Regimental Secretary, Lt. Col (ret’d) Dave Atwell, to send
correspondence to serving members to recognize special
occasions. We maintain the FGH Facebook site for members to
keep up to date of our activities and to link up with other
members or former members to share or relive memories. Don’t
forget the work done by the Rod Klinck and the kit shop
members who are can still to get in and send out purchases
made online.
We have made a commitment to raise funds to maintain Fort
Garry Horse monuments and memorials in Canada and
overseas as one of our priorities as an Association in conjunction
with the Foundation and the incredible support of our Honourary
Colonel Bob Williams.
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I am sure there is more we can do to help,
and we look to you for advice and direction.
Remember the Association is not just a
bunch of old people who you see once a
month up in the mess, you are full members
as well and can attend, offer advice, and
take an active role in our activities. A small
number of you do already.

The new Garrys were able to pass the
course and will be moving on to the next
phase of their training. They are: 2Lt
Zhanel, OCdt Glassey, Pte Gill, Pte
Barrault, Pte Nazri, Pte Nguyen, and Pte
Fesenko. Welcome to the Garry family!

I offer my hope that you and your families
stay safe during these troubled times, that
you all can get fully vaccinated soon and we
can all look forward to a more normal
summer and fall.
NEW MEMBERS TO THE GARRY
FAMILY
On March 7, 2021, 38 Canadian Brigade
Group’s Basic Military Qualification (BMQ)
serial 0878 conducted its graduation parade
at Minto Armouries in Winnipeg, Manitoba.
BMQ 0878 is the first part-time BMQ course
successfully conducted by 38 Canadian
Brigade Group’s Battle School in a COVID19 environment. Thanks to the Battle School
staff’s diligence in implementing safety
measures, there were no transmissions
reported on the course.
Former Fort Garry Horse Commanding
Officer Lieutenant-Colonel Dave Koltun
served as the reviewing officer as the
Commandant of the Battle School.
Second Lieutenant James Smith and
Sergeant Wally Montgomery served as the
Course Officer and Course Warrant.
One of our newest Garrys, Private Nguyen,
won the Top Shot award on course.

FGHRA DUES SUSPENDED FOR 2020,
2021 FOR UNIT MESSES
At its meeting on March 21, 2021, the
Executive of the FGHRA determined 2020
and 2021 FGHRA dues for the Unit Messes
would be suspended for these two years as
a result of COVID-19. While our Association
is dependent on dues, donations and kit
shop sales to maintain its operations, the
Executive felt it appropriate to suspend the
dues as the Messes have not been in
operation during this time.
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1 TROOP RUCK MARCH

FROM THE RSM’S DESK

On March 25, 2021, members of Fort Garry
Horse’s 1 Troop conducted a ruck march at
Kildonan Park in Winnipeg, Manitoba. Each
ruck weighs a minimum of 40 lbs, and the
soldiers traveled a distance of eight
kilometers.

The global pandemic has provided many
challenges to the training and operation of
the Canadian Armed Forces. From
cancelled field exercises, virtual training and
limited deployments, the definition of
training has changed like never before.
With every crisis, there has to be a silver
lining. It was not hard to find a few. I was
happy to see the soldiers of the FGH
bonding together. From doing virtual check
ins on each to online gaming tournaments to
Skip the Dishes gift cards providing a
Christmas dinner.

1 TROOP

NEW ADDITION TO THE FGH FAMILY
Please welcome:
Juliet Rose Franck-Duguay was born
March 21, 2021, at 5:34 pm. with a weight
of 7.13 pounds and length of 21 inches.
Congratulations to Amy and Shaun!

Juliet Rose Franck-Duguay

The silver lining, I would like to update you
on is the budget. 2020 saw many major field
exercises and courses cancelled or
postponed creating a large surplus on the
CF budget. Smartly, the CF reinvested this
money into infrastructure. The armoury will
see four projects between now and the end
of 2022.
1. New lighting from the main and
second floor. This project is almost
complete with new lighting for the
office spaces, classrooms, parade
square and breezeways. This lighting
is considerably brighter and more
energy efficient.
2. The new TPAV hanger to be located
in the compound, starting were
building 5 used to be, going from
west to east along the fence line. The
hanger will consist of 4 bays capable
of storing TAPV’s and MSVS’s. The
hanger will have wash bays, air
pumping stations, a negative
pressure
exhaust
system,
a
squadron quartermaster stores area
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and office, plus a convertible
classroom in bay 1. The drawings will
be released 31 March 2021, head to
tender 1 April 2021 and has a
completion date of March 2022.
3. The armoury will receive a new outer
roof. Details are limited at this point
as the scope of work is still being
determined. This project is expected
to go to tender by May 2021 and a
completion date of November 2021.

As one can see from the picture of this
monument it is overdue for replacement.
The FGHRA is in the process of designing,
commissioning, shipping, and installing a
new plaque to replace the existing plaque.
At the May 25, 2021, FGHR AGM, HCol
Williams has very generously donated funds
to pay for the costs related to this project. A
heartfelt “Thank You” to HCol Williams in
assisting our family in maintaining this
commemorative monument.

4. The spring of 2022 will see the start
of a 5-month replacement project of
the boiler and distribution system.
The project will be done in 3 phases,
essentially a third of the armoury at a
time. There will be more coordination
as we get closer as the third of the
armoury being worked on will be off
limits.
Although this has been a tough year for all
of us, at least the armoury and its occupants
will benefit from these infrastructure
improvements.

Current condition of the monument and plaque.

Keep your heads up and stay safe. We are
almost there.
Robert Jones
Chief Warrant Officer
Regimental Sergeant Major
BERNIERES SUR MER PLAQUE TO BE
REPLACED
This brass plaque mounted on a stone plinth
was built and installed in 1994 at Bernieres
sur Mer. The Google Earth coordinates are
49.335783, -0.419840 and a link to 360 view
is
https://goo.gl/maps/XZgoRKb19n9a4SXJ8.

Close up of plaque on monument.

PASSING OF A SECOND WORLD WAR
VETERAN OF THE FORT GARRY
HORSE
John Joseph Caissie of Moncton passed
away at the Dr. Georges L. Dumont
University Hospital on Tuesday, January 19,
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2021, at the age of 98. He was born in St.
Anthony NB, son of the late Charles and
Mary (Allain) Caissie.
John worked in Ontario for the Canadian
National Railway (CNR) and Canada Post in
Moncton until his retirement.
A veteran of the Second World War, he
served with The Fort Garry Horse (10th
Canadian Armoured Regiment) in England,
France, Belgium, Holland, and Germany
from 1942 to1946.

John Joseph Caissie during WWII.

In honour of his service in the liberation of
France, he was awarded the Legion
d’honneur by the Government of France in
December 2015.
Survived by son, John (Jacqueline) Caissie
of Moncton; brother, Desire (late Emma);
caregiver Dorothy Weatherby; several
grandchildren; great-grandchildren as well
as nieces and nephews.
In addition to his parents, he was
predeceased by his wife, Helen (LeBlanc)
Caissie; sons, Charles (late Nancy) and
Joseph Caissie; sisters, Marianne Cormier
and Madeline LeBlanc; brothers, Joseph,
Henry and Fidele Caissie.
In honor of John there will not be any
visitation or funeral service held. A private
family graveside service was to be held at
Our Lady of Calvary Cemetery, Dieppe, NB
in the spring of 2021

John Joseph Caissie
LEST WE FORGET

Fort Garry Horse Unit Report
The Unit currently has 91 members on
strength and a parade strength of 67. Six
members are non-effective and/or in the
process of releasing. Four members are
currently exempt drill and training. There are
three transfer applications to the Regular
Force pending and one recent transfer.
The Unit organization consists of:
Regimental Headquarters consisting of
CO/RSM, Adjutant, Operations, Padre,
Technical Quarter Master, Unit Recruiter,
Assistant Quarter Master
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A Squadron consisting of Squadron
Headquarters, three Cavalry Troops, and
one Assault Troop.
HQ Squadron consisting of Squadron
Headquarters, one Training Troop which
provides
planning
organization
for
executing courses.
Unit Training has consisted of participation
it two joint exercises in September 2020 and
conducted one CBRN recce exercise in
October 2020. Training moved to virtual
training in November 2020 as a result of
COVID-19. In person training resumed in
January
2021.
An
Armoured
Reconnaissance
Patrol
Commanders
Course was conducted which resulted in the
qualification of five Sergeants.
The Officer corps consists of one Major (Log
O attached in), three Captains, zero
Lieutenants, eight 2nd Lieutenants and two
Officer Cadets.
The Senior NCO corps consists of six
Warrant Officers (one Regular Force), nine
Sergeants. Two Sergeants will attend Troop
Warrant Officer course in Autumn 2021 and
there are five newly qualified Sergeants as
a result of graduating the ARPC. Two
Warrant Officers who will soon be Master
Warrant Officers.
The Junior Leader corps is our grass root
strength of the Unit consisting of thirteen
Master Corporals (one Regular Force and
one full-time Class B administrator). There
are four Master Corporals that will be
attending the Armoured Crew Commanders
this summer.
The Unit currently has five G-Wagons
operating and two TAPV units

By 2025, the Armoured Corps will be
changing, and the Unit will no longer be
Armoured Reconnaissance, but will be
CAVALRY. The Unit will be adopting
changes for next training year so it can have
some of the gap training completed before
the changes take effect. Changes will
include the inclusion of all armoured tasks
including fire bases and four-car troops
instead of eight-car troops.
There are no regimental trips planned for
Europe at this time. The hope is to look
towards a regimental trip for the 80th
anniversary of D-Day in 2024.
Many community activities have been
cancelled as a result of COVID. The Unit is
hopeful we will be able to host the Welcome
Back BBQ in September, Remembrance
Day service, Cambrai Dinner on November
20, 2021, the Snow Cup Football Game
(date TBD), Exercise Parcel Push in
December and the Cavalry Ball in April
2022.
The Paterson Leadership Awards, the
Montague Cup, and the Warrant Officers’
Proficiency Award recipients for 2020 have
not been announced by the CO and RSM
yet as these awards will be presented in
person.
The 38 Brigade Command Team
Commendation was awarded to WO
Rankin, WO Troop, and Sgt Prystupa.
The HRA Occupational Commendation
Coin was awarded to WO Rankin.
Individuals appointed as Honourary
Members of the Fort Garry Horse are
Master Warrant Officer Todd Grant
(Previous Chief Human Resources
6

MAY 2021
Administrator) and Warrant Officer Tracey Pettie (Previous Chief Human Resources
Administrator).
The following Unit members were awarded a scholarship or bursary from the Fort Garry Horse
Foundation in 2020.
Congratulations are extended to:
Recipient
MCpl Nicholas Suggitt

Award
$1,500

Donors
Solar-Hasiuk-McGowan Scholarships

2Lt Jeremy-Davis Hiebert

$1,000

Hastings-Little Bursary

Pte Serena Derksen

$500

McArtin Scholarship

2Lt Wyatt Bellisle

$500

Davidson Bursary

2Lt James Smith

$500

Morton Scholarship

Cpl Shay Stoler

$500

Finkle Bursary

Total awarded

$4,500

Congratulations to the recipients!
Thank you to the generous donors who make these scholarships and
bursaries possible.
The Unit has the 2nd highest success rate for recruitment within the Brigade and Its orderly room
and chief administrator are now looked upon to assist and correct other orderly rooms within
the Brigade.
Capt Kyle Mikawoz-Atwell
HONOURING THE OUTSIDERS
In the March 20, 2021, edition of the
Winnipeg Free Press was an article titled,
“Honouring the outsiders”. The focus of the
article was on three Winnipeggers who are
passionate about living, learning and leisure
outdoors are being recognized for their
contributions to the community during
Manitoba 150 celebrations. Our HCol Bob
Williams was one of those Winnipeggers.
The article stated:

Bob Williams is a successful property
developer and philanthropist who has
donated more than $1.5 million to various
initiatives at Assiniboine Park
He is a founding member of the Assiniboine
Park Conservancy, served as chair of the
Nature Conservancy of Canada’s Manitoba
regional board of directors and was a
member of the conservancy’s national
board.
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Growing up across the street from
Assiniboine Park led to Williams’ lifelong
love for the area.
"As a young child I wasn’t allowed to cross
Portage Avenue, so my backyard became
Assiniboine Park and the monkey trails that
came with it. Not a bad backyard," says
Williams, who, when asked for his age, uses
a golf metaphor instead of providing a
number: "I’ve finished the 18th hole and I’m
walking toward the clubhouse."
HCol Bob Williams - The Garry Outsider

Williams still lives near the park and walks
through it every day. He enjoys seeing other
people enjoy it, as well.
"It really is a park for everybody," he says.
Williams has also worked with Polar Bear
International to promote tourism in Churchill.
He’s visited the town 10 times to see the
polar bears and got "close enough you can
smell their breath."
Williams appreciates the Honour 150
recognition and is thankful to call Manitoba
home.
"I’ve travelled the world, and every time I
come home, I feel like I should get down on
my hands and knees and kiss the ground,"
he says.
"We are so fortunate to live so close to
Mother Nature. In an hour’s time, you can
be in Winnipeg Beach. In an hour’s time,
you can be in the delta. In two hours’ time,
you can be in the Precambrian Shield. It’s a
pretty nice place to live."

A BLAST FOM THE PAST - Tolstoi 1973
For a period in the early 1970s, some militia
units (now Army Reserve) conducted
internal security exercises Facta Non Verba,
the regimental history, describes some of
this training in detail in the form of Exercise
Protector during a weekend in November
1973. The exercise was held in and near the
town of Tolstoi, on Highway 59, in southeast
Manitoba.
A Squadron and volunteers from other
Militia units participated. The volunteers, in
civilian clothes and vehicles, acted as
terrorists and regular civilians, to be
searched at checkpoints. The original intent
was to not have checkpoints on the main
highway, but this was subsequently
changed, with an unexpected result.
As recounted in Facta Non Verba, another
citizen in his vehicle observed the volunteer
“terrorists” and their vehicles being
searched by the Garry personnel. He
became alarmed at this and subsequently
was interviewed by local media. He and his
vehicle were not searched and nor would
they have been searched.
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The exercise had been approved in
advance with District (now Brigade)
Headquarters and with the Municipality.
There were several incidents and drama
that the media and public were not aware of.
I asked Barbara Gillis, LieutenantColonel(retired)and
Jim
Kirkland,
Lieutenant-Colonel(retired) to provide their
memories of Protector.
Recollections: David Stones (then Battle
Captain, A Squadron)
A troop leader saved a soldier from serious
injury involving a para-flare during the night
portion of the exercise. For those not
familiar with this device, a para-flare is a
flare attached to a rocket that is fired from a
metal tube. To launch the flare, caps are
removed from the tube ends and a string is
released from one end and pulled to trigger
the rocket. It appeared that in this incident
that the soldier had removed the caps with
the intention of firing the flare, but then put
the tube in his thigh pocket of his combat
uniform or wind-pants. The firing string was
out of his pocket it was assumed that the
soldier stepped on the string and started the
rocket, still in the tube in his pocket.
Lieutenant Rocklund Lodwick, his troop
leader, heard the distinctive snap and
tackled the soldier who was running on a
narrow railway bridge over a creek. He
pulled the tube and rocket from the soldier’s
pocket and threw it into the water below the
bridge.
The soldier was taken to the closest
hospital, for examination, but he was not
seriously injured. The outcome would have
been very serious had the flare ignited in his
pocket. Jim Kirkland has more on this
incident, later in this article.

Recollections - Barb Gillis (then Corporal
and driver for the Battle Captain)
It was one of those exercises with so much
going on. We started with the command
post parked in front of the Municipal office
and were giving “tours” of it on the Saturday
morning to local citizens. This was popular
and we had quite a bit of traffic through it
initially. There was a point later in the day
however, when patrols were stopping all the
vehicles - not just the planned enemy ones
only to find that there were several farmers
who did not have drivers’ licences, vehicle
registration or any ID available when asked.
This did cause a bit of a problem with
annoyed farmers but was quickly sorted
when the “enemy” licence plate list was
passed to the patrol.
Around noon the first day, one of the crews
found human remains outside the town. This
was reported to the RCMP who arrived,
determined it was not a recent death and we
stayed away from the area while they
completed their investigation.
That evening, I recall driving Captain
Stones, to the bridge location where he was
being briefed by Lieutenant Lodwick when
the para-flare incident above happened. I
remember as it was the first “NODUFF” (real
emergency) message on radio that I had
ever sent.
I had the opportunity to receive my first
NODUFF message a short time later while
doing a radio operator shift in the command
post. That was when a citizen who had
perhaps had a few drinks wanted to play
army too. Jim Kirkland, who was the Troop
Sergeant at the time, has more on this
incident, later in this article I do recall
Master-Corporal Jim Langford saying
something like: “I didn’t think you could dig
9

MAY 2021
a trench with a helmet in a hurry, but I found
you can!”.
The incident that really made the papers
was on Sunday. The “enemy” vehicle had
been stopped by a patrol that had a
machine-gun for covering fire on the other
side of the road. Captain Stones and I were
parked a little way down the road watching.
The “enemy” soldiers were travelling as a
couple (both were military) in a station
wagon and the woman had her three
children with her. They were having a good
time in general, and the young boy was
playing along with a toy gun in his boot. The
woman and children were sent across the
ditch to stand away from the road and while
doing so – the little girl fell and scraped her
knee. The male “enemy” volunteer was
leaning against the front of the vehicle and
was being searched when a civilian vehicle
with a person, who subsequently reported
this to the media drove by. His view was of
a woman and children on the side of the
road crying and the man “spread-eagle” at
the front of the vehicle with weapons pointed
at him.
Two of us rounded the day out by a cool ride
home. It was particularly cold that
November day and Corporal Dru
MacGregor and I had to drive a jeep without
any tarps. I recall this as we took turns
driving, then switching, to be able to warmup
while sitting in a sleeping bag in the
passenger seat.
Overall, this was one of those exercises that
truly became memorable. The subsequent
reports in the media did not align well with
my observations.

Recollections: Jim Kirkland (then
Sergeant, Troop Sergeant, A Squadron)
We were tasked with vital point protection
during the exercise, and we were using an
abandoned railway trestle as the vital point.
We established an observation post and
then I set out with a few others to examine
the trestle. It was night-time and quite dark
as we walked along the abandoned tracks.
There was a farmhouse on our left and an
individual approached us with a flashlight
which shone through the trees and bushes
and soon illuminated us. The individual then
emptied his shotgun at us with the pellets
noticeably hitting the trees and underbrush.
We withdrew to our jeep, and I radioed in a
“no duff” indicating that we were being shot
at. The RCMP were called and soon met us
and then I discussed the incident with the
officers. I was told not to worry, the RCMP
knew the guy and he was okay and
harmless. The RCMP stated that he
probably thought that we were trying to steal
his still which was at the back of his
property. Historically, I believe that we were
the only FGH troop to “come under fire” for
quite some time.
The individual in the para-flare incident was
"Lance Wiebe". I believe he later joined the
Regular Force serving with an armoured
unit and eventually retired as a master
warrant officer. He was on the railway
trestle that we were watching at night, and I
remember him saying " I think I hear
something" and I saw him ready the paraflare. I also remember that he then
"exploded" and ran away from us along the
bridge yelling expletives as his pants were
very much on fire. Lieutenant Lodwick, I and
some others chased after him telling him to
drop until Lieutenant Lodwick tackled him
and threw the flare over the bridge with its
still burning rocket propellant, The flare then
10

MAY 2021
exploded against the side of the bridge
halfway down to the water beneath the
bridge. We loaded Lance into a jeep, and I
believe Rocky took him to the hospital. That
evening, or the next morning, when I arrived
at the community centre, I was surprised to
see that Lance had been discharged from
hospital and he was happily munching on
some food.
____________

Following the exercise, and the resulting publicity,
the Commanding Officer, Jack Hubbard, presented
to each mess a wooden plaque, as shown, with T for
Tolstoi and a framed copy of newspaper articles.

In closing, after 48 years, I concluded that
the key challenge for me, was to reconstruct
the sequence of events. Many thanks to
Barb and Jim for their recollection of the
events. They added much more imagery
than I could.
David Stones, Lieutenant-Colonel(retired)
MILITARY MUSEUMS LEND A HAND TO
THE MENNONITE HERITAGE VILLAGE
The Fort Garry Horse Museum and Archives
has been involved with the development of
the exhibit “Mennonites at War” to be shown
at Mennonite Heritage Village (MHV) in
Steinbach, Manitoba from June to
November 2021, following Remembrance
Day and Peace Sunday. The idea began

with a chance meeting with Andrea Klassen,
Senior Curator of MHV four years ago, when
we discussed our museum work.
Mennonites traditionally oppose war and
violence and believe in the principle of
nonresistance. The exhibit looks at the
question of how war and military
participation have shaped and sometimes
divided Mennonite communities. The exhibit
is be divided into the stories of "Martyrs,"
"Migrants," "Objectors," and "Soldiers."
The first wave of Mennonites from Russia
immigrated to Manitoba in 1874 in large part
to avoid compulsory military service.
Canada promised them exemption from
military service and upheld the exemption
during the First World War. Even with the
exemption, about 100 chose to serve in the
Canadian Expeditionary Force. Mennonites
who had remained in Russia served in the
forestry and medical corps of the Imperial
Russian Army. The Bolshevik Revolution of
1917 led to the formation of the
Selbstschutz, members of Mennonite
communities armed by the retreating
German army, who acted to protect their
communities, some even taking offensive
action against anarchists. The disruption of
their way of life due to the Russian civil war
and First World War led to a second wave of
immigration to Canada.
During the Second World War between
6,945 and 7,500 Mennonites registered as
Conscientious Objectors (COs), and
between 4,500 and 4,775 served in the
Canadian forces, some as conscripts, but
many as volunteers.
The COs were
employed in many public works, including
the construction of much of the
infrastructure of Riding Mountain National
Park in Manitoba. The exhibit has artifacts
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of Mennonite men and women who served
during that war, in the forces of Canada, the
United States, Germany and the Soviet
Union.
Many men who volunteered chose to serve
in the Royal Canadian Army Medical Corps,
as they felt that helping relieve the suffering
and caring for the wounded was an
acceptable form of service. The centre
piece of the exhibit shows two medics of the
RCAMC caring for a casualty on a stretcher,
all items loaned by a private collector.
In researching Canadian Court Martial
records from the Second World War, there
were several examples of Mennonite men
who reported for military service under the
National Resources Mobilization Act, but
chose to make a stand for their beliefs when
they were issued their uniform and
equipment, which they refused to wear. This
is illustrated by a layout of a typical soldier’s
issue of uniform and equipment from the
war.
The FGH Museum provided several artifacts
and photographs for the display, and also
helped with identification and interpretation
of artifacts loaned to the MHV by the
Steinbach Legion and community members.
One exhibit highlights Sergeant Henry
Wiebe, a tank crew commander with the
FGH, who fought from D-Day to the end of
the war, and received a commendation from
Field Marshal Montgomery. The Legion
House Museum, the 17 Wing Heritage
collection, and items loaned by private
militaria collectors filled out the exhibits.

The link to the exhibit appears below, or just
search for “Mennonite Heritage Village.”
https://mennoniteheritagevillage.com/menn
onites-at-war/
Gord Crossley, Curator, The Fort Garry
Horse Museum and Archives.

Local Soldiers

Medic Display

The exhibit is expected to spark
conversation in the Mennonite community,
dealing with a complex subject with several
and opposing points of view.
12
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MISSION ACCOMPLISHED
HCol Bob Williams completed two 20 km marches
back-to-back with a 10 kg pack in participation of
Victory March. Here are his notes on the march.

says a word, not even the kids. It is a very
moving experience, as is the following day
when they celebrate the liberation of
Holland.
I was not going to let COVID rob me of
honoring our Dutch friends and our fallen.
When I heard about the Victory March
organized to celebrate the 76th anniversary,
I signed up.
It is a fundraiser for military families and the
requirement was to complete a 20 km march
in full uniform with a 10 kg (22 lbs sounds
more) pack over a two-week period.
I decided to up the challenge and to do the
march back-to-back on May 4 and 5th. My
purpose was to honour our 34 soldiers who
are buried in Holland and to show respect
for the love and respect we receive from the
Dutch and bring awareness that Freedom is
Not Free.

Last year my wife Heather and I were going
to Holland with the Winnipeg Symphony
Orchestra to celebrate the 75th anniversary
of the liberation of Holland. The Dutch know
how to Remember and how to Party!!!!
Unfortunately, COVID -19 cancelled the
event.
I have been fortunate to visit the graves of
our fallen in France, Belgium, and Holland.
May 4th is the day the Dutch call Remember
the Dead. On that day at 11:00 am. families,
Mom, Dad Grandparents and children leave
their home and walk to the main street and
then to the main plaza all in silence. No one

On my practice marches while in uniform I
would respond to questions asked by fellow
walkers on the morning walks at six am. I
would tell them about why I was marching
and our 34 soldiers.
On each day of the actual march, I read out
aloud the rank and names of our 34.
WE WILL REMEMBER THEM
On February 20, 2020, we lost Stan
Butterworth. Both Stan and his brother Fred
served with The Fort Garry Horse. Fred
Butterworth was killed in his tank while
leading the advance to liberate the Dutch
city of Groningen on April 13, 1945.
Twenty-six days later the war ended on May
8, 1945. Stan was in his tank back of the
13
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battle in reserve. For the last 20 years of
Stan’s life, he was at our armoury every
Tuesday helping out in the kit shop and
mentoring to our soldiers.
He was on my mind every step of the march.
On May 4, I was joined by Garrys in uniform
with the required packs (Sgt Aaron
Montgomery, Cpl Laughlin Hunter, Pte
Tillotson Owen, 2 Lt James Smith, Pte
Andrea Klassen, plus friends). On May 5th
we had HCol Nick Logan of the Queens
Own Cameron Highlanders and Pte Andrea
Klassen.
All soldiers did the full 20 km.
The
media
response
has
been
overwhelming because of the work of
Dwight MacAulay.
Dwight opened up his PR contacts and told
them of the march. Early morning May 4th at
06:20 I was interviewed on CTV for morning
television. It was on the air before we got
home. Some people we saw on the march
said, “Saw you on TV”. At 08:35 on March
4th I had a lengthy radio interview and on
May 5th there was a long article in the
Winnipeg Free Press. So, my mission to
bring awareness for the price our soldiers
have paid and are paying plus the mutual
love and respect for the Dutch was
accomplished.
Thank you to all the participants and friends
for your support.
FREEDOM IS NOT FREE
WE WILL REMEMBER THEM
FACTA NON VERBA

MANITOBA PASSES LEGISLATION TO
PROTECT RESERVISTS’ EMPLOYMENT
WHILE ON LEAVE
On January 14, 2021, Jon Reye, Manitoba’s
Special Envoy for Military Affairs and MLA
for Waverly, was proud to announce the
passage of Bill-211 - The Employment
Standards Code Amendment Act (Unpaid
Leave for Reservists) modernizing the
requirements for employment leaves for
reservists taking part in military training or
active duty.
The Bill reduces the time that a person must
be employed from seven to three months
before taking a leave of absence to
participate in military training or active duty.
14

MAY 2021
This legislation aligns the provincial
legislation with federal requirements and
provides military personnel with the
assurance that their job will be protected
while participating in military service.
Additionally, it expands the rights of military
personnel to include an employment leave
of absence to access treatments for
physical or mental health issues that result
from active training or duty.
NEW FACES JOIN SELKIRK’S
DUFFERIN GANG
By Austin Grabish. Reprinted with
permission of the Selkirk Record
(copyright).
The original article was printed in the
August 26, 2015 edition of the Selkirk
Record.
When news of Selkirk’s now famed Dufferin
Gang started to hit the press a few years
ago, it was believed 29 men, all from a small
block on Dufferin Avenue in Selkirk, drifted
off overseas together to serve in the Second
World War.
Now, new information has been brought
forward that reveals two women and an
additional four men, were part of the gang,
and the organizers behind the push for a
monument recognizing the Second World
War vets wants to make sure no one else
has been left behind.
Dr. Lorne Canvin, of the Allan Foot Service,
says over the last year the names of an
additional six people, who weren’t
previously part of the Dufferin Gang, have
been brought forward by relatives.

together with Blaine McVety of Blaine’s
Books, have been pushing for a monument
to recognize the gang, who lived between
Main and Jemima on Dufferin Ave. in
Selkirk.
McVety said he was always concerned
about accuracy and the chance of someone
not making it onto the list.
“We’re really pleased that we’re getting a
more accurate listing of the names, because
this was the big concern for us,” he said.
“We’re trying to honour these guys and we
want it to be as right as possible.”
The duo and others believe the Dufferin
Gang is the highest concentration of men
and women from one street block who
fought or served during the Second World
War.
There were many others who went off to war
on neighbouring streets and different parts
of Dufferin, but “the whole idea is to focus
on this one little block,” Canvin said.
The Dufferin Gang has been likened to
Winnipeg’s three Valour Road heroes, and
started making headlines a few years ago
when McVety and Canvin began pushing for
the gang to receive recognition on a
monument.
Canvin said despite the 2004 book “Juno:
Canadians at D-Day June 6, 1944,” penned
by journalist Ted Barris, who makes
reference to the Dufferin boys, for years only
a handful of Selkirk residents knew about
the gang.

“The families have phoned up and said ‘well
what about so and so?’” said Canvin, who
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“The town never knew about it. Nobody
knew about it here except some of the
families,” Canvin said.

“But now that it’s a couple generations
removed, it’s like well this is something that
we can be proud of.”

He added, ”They
significance of it.”

Mae Gulewich still lives on Dufferin and was
just a kid when her father, John V. Sinclair,
came back from the war. She said her dad
would frequently talk about his Dufferin
Avenue buddies.

didn’t

know

the

Lindsay Ball, an employee of McVety’s,
overheard her boss and Canvin in
conversation about the Dufferin Gang and
realized her grandfather Blair Gunter wasn’t
on the duo’s list of 29 men.
Nor was Gunter’s two sisters Beatrice and
Alma or his two brothers Wade and Jerry,
she realized.
Also missing was Brandon Goodbrandson,
whose name was brought forward by a
relative who read a newspaper article about
the Dufferin Gang, Canvin said.
Ball, 34, never met her grandfather, but
knew about his voyage overseas from family
stories, and gathered further details from
war records she was able to uncover.
She said her grandpa was a radio operator
and gunner who enlisted in the war when he
was 27.
He was on Juno Beach for D-Day, and came
back home to Selkirk after being shot shortly
after in France, she said.
She isn’t surprised the Dufferin Gang wasn’t
well known in the city until a few years ago.
“I think that’s part of that generation, is that
they just didn’t want to talk about it,” she
said.

“He always wondered and hoped something
would be done for the boys, because there
was so many of them,” she said.
Gulewich said news of plans for a
monument would have made her dad proud,
but he died shortly before Canvin and
McVety announced they were spearheading
the project a few years ago.
“I just wish it came about six months
(sooner) otherwise dad would have known,”
she said.
Canvin said if everything goes according to
plan, a monument recognizing the Dufferin
Gang should be erected by Remembrance
Day.
Fundraisers and donations over the last
couple of years in support of the project
have raised somewhere around $12,000,
and the province is taking care of the
monument’s design and will also chip in
cash, he said.
Once complete, the monument will sit in a
garden at the Royal Canadian Legion in
Selkirk.
But before its plans are finalized, Canvin
and McVety want to make sure no one else
has been left behind.
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Canvin is hoping relatives of any members of the Dufferin Gang will call him to verify information
he has, and hopefully fill in some of the blanks that aren’t known for some members of the
Dufferin Gang like date of death, service units, etc.
“The big thing is to get these names out there and find out who they served with and make sure
that we’re getting the names and spelling and all that stuff right,” Canvin said.
The Dufferin Gang
As of August 2015
Gordon Coutts
Raymond Fidler
Harold Henrikson
Jack Laye
Bill Little
Bill McLean
Tom Norquay
Bob Scramstad
Jack Sinclair
Charles Tetroe
Beatrice Gunter
Gerry Gunter

Lawson Dillabough
Charlie Griffiths
Paul Henrikson
Jim Laye
Dunc McLean
Eric McLean
Siggi Goodbrandson
Otto Scramstad
Harold Starr
Frank Tetroe
Jack Gunter
Brandon Goodbrandson

Rod Fidler
Dan Griffiths
Dick Johnstone
Harold Little
John McLean
Jack Norquay
Harry Scramstad
Allan Sinclair
Stefan Stephanson
Alma Gunter
Blair Gunter

BOLD indicates members of FGH

Blair Gunter

THE SECOND WORLD WAR: TRAINING
IN CANADA AND ENGLAND
Excerpts from “Facta Non Verba”
Eighty-two years ago…

Bill Little

MOBILISATION 1939
In 1939 the world was once again at war.
The outbreak had been anticipated since
the collapse of the 1938 Munich Agreement.
Fortunately, Canada had made some
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preparations in the form of Defence Scheme
Number 3.
First approved in January 1932, Defence
Scheme Number 3 was a contingency plan
prepared in the event that Canada was
required to despatch an expeditionary force
overseas similar to what was sent in 1914.
It called for a corps comprised of two
infantry divisions, a cavalry division, and the
necessary lines of communications troops.
In 1937 the plan was revised and the force
divided into two groups; Forces ‘A’ and ‘B’,
each with one infantry division at its centre.
The cavalry division was dropped in the
spring of 1939. Both of the forces would be
mobilised together, but Force ‘B’ would not
be concentrated until Force ‘A’ had been
operationally committed or had left for
overseas.
On 1 September 1939 a telegram from
National Defence Headquarters (NDHQ) set
the mobilisation process in motion. Both
infantry divisions were allocated a divisional
cavalry regiment (divisional reconnaissance
regiment in modern terms). The unit named
to fulfil this role in the 1st Canadian Infantry
Division was the 1st Hussars while the same
function in the 2nd Canadian Infantry
Division would be carried out by the Fort
Garry Horse.
Lieutenant-Colonel S.J. Cox received the
telegram with its order to mobilise at 14:00
hours, 1 September. That evening he
chaired a meeting at the Minto Armouries to
organise both an active service unit, which
would be under his command, and a
Regimental Depot, which was to be
commanded by Major J.S. McMahon.
Recruiting got underway and soon the
Regiment was moved out of the Minto

Armouries and into the Robinson Building
on Albert Street, a location that they shared
with
the
Queen’s
Own
Cameron
Highlanders of Canada. NDHQ was busy as
well and the Regiment was soon allocated a
block of service numbers, H 26001 to H
26999, for its Active Service members; the
letter ‘H’ indicating Military District Number
10 - Manitoba.
One of the recruits, service number H
2600½, was a bit shaggier and a little louder
than the others; he was a collie dog named
Whitey. Whitey had joined the Regiment on
a cold night in 1939 appearing on the
doorstep of the Robinson Building. After
being invited in to warm up, he decided to
stay and attached himself to ‘B’ Squadron.
In late September 1939 the Canadian War
Cabinet made the decision to send the 1st
Division overseas but to keep the 2nd
Division at home. The Mackenzie King
government had decided that Canada’s
primary war effort would be made by the air
force (the British Commonwealth Air
Training Plan was signed with this idea in
mind) and, secondarily, by the navy. The
army would be kept as small as possible
primarily to avoid the horrendous casualties
occasioned by trench warfare and therefore
any need for conscription. Recruiting was
stopped
and
the
two
divisional
organisations were reorganised so that the
permanent force (regular army) units, which
had originally been placed in Force ‘B’,
could be switched to Force ‘A’. The 1st
Division duly sailed for Britain in December
1939, but left behind their divisional cavalry
regiment since it had no armoured vehicles.
This same situation not only applied to the
2nd Division’s cavalry regiment, but also to
the entire army. Canada’s armoured might
in 1939 consisted of just a dozen light
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vehicles, all located in Camp Borden,
Ontario, home of the Canadian Armoured
Fighting Vehicles Training Centre.
In January 1940 the War Cabinet decided to
send the 2nd Division overseas after all,
with the result that recruiting was re-started
in February. The Regiment was still in a
state of limbo, however. While nominally a
unit of the 2nd Division its future seemed
uncertain. That summer one brigade of the
2nd Division went to augment the garrison
of Iceland. A little later the remaining troops
were despatched to Britain, all arriving by
December 1940, but the Fort Garrys were
still in Canada. In May 1940 the Regiment
moved to Camp Shilo, Manitoba where they
lived under canvas. Here, even if they had
no vehicles, they could at least do a lot of
work on the rifle ranges.
RED ROCK JUNE - SEPTEMBER 1940
National Defence Headquarters did,
however, have something for its two
underemployed divisional cavalry regiments
to do. In June 1940 orders arrived for both
units to supply troops for the guarding of
prisoners of war. ‘B’ and ‘C’ Squadrons were
selected for this assignment while
Headquarters and ‘A’ Squadrons remained
in Winnipeg. The prisoners, for the most part
German merchant seamen and civilians
who had been interned in Britain, were met
at the docks of Quebec City and Halifax by
escort parties and taken by train to Ontario.
They were then dropped off at Gravenhurst,
Kingston’s Fort Henry, or a mining camp at
Red Rock (near what is now Thunder Bay).
Red Rock, officially known as Camp ‘R’
(Internment), was also to be the Regiment’s
destination and they arrived to meet the
escorts and their charges. The soldiers were

lodged in huts in a camp that bordered on
the
prisoners’
compounds.
The
approximately 1200 internees were divided
into separate compounds according to rank.
There were some successful escapes, but
the Germans (dressed in light shirts and
shorts) soon gave themselves up, unable to
deal with the mosquitoes, black flies and the
thick undergrowth that they found in the
bush. Corporal Barry Leipsic (who was later
commissioned) recalled that the prisoners
were in some ways happier than their
guards:
In that camp, the prisoners had it much
better than we did, only because they
received the same rations and having
amongst them very well qualified cooks and
tradesmen and what have you. They had
their own kitchens and they did extremely
well with the rations that we gave them,
which were the same rations as our men
[had] but much better prepared by
experienced cooks.
At the end of August an advance party from
the newly raised Veterans Guard of Canada
arrived to begin a handover. To its delight
the Regiment was now ordered to Camp
Borden to start the next phase of its wartime
service.

Training in Shilo, summer 1940. The soldiers
wear sun helmets and are equipped with rifles
and web equipment left over from the First World War.
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Christmas Dinner 1939. The soldiers of Headquarters Squadron have decorated the Robinson Building are sitting down to a dinner
served by their officers and NCOs.

Sentry in front of regimental sign. Red Rock Ontario,1940.

Handover of the Red Rock camp to the Veteran’s Guard of Canada. August 1940.
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MONUMENTS COMMEMORATING
THE FORT GARRY HORSE
Have you ever wondered how many
monuments are commemorating the Fort
Garry Horse? Below you will find a list of
monuments we are aware of and their
locations.
This first group of monuments consists
of monuments that in whole or part, are
the responsibility of our Regimental
family to maintain.
Canada
Assinboine Park – Etched granite
monument, built 2003
Gunton, MB – Stone with bronze
plaque, built 2000, John Street
Link to 360 view:
https://goo.gl/maps/xaJTXJRpxZDt2vva
8
Martin Park – Sherman and Lynx with
bronze plaques
Martin Park – Martin Park stone and
bronze plaque
Martin Park – Regimental stone and
bronze plaque
France
Bernieres sur Mer – Stone plinth with
bronze plaque, built 1994. Google Earth
coordinates 49.335783, -0.419840
Link to 360 view:
https://goo.gl/maps/XZgoRKb19n9a4SX
J8

St Aubin Sur Mer – Stone plinth with
bronze plaque, built 1965, 49.331876, 0.393077
Link to 360 view:
https://goo.gl/maps/d8NwvPKLhhDQMH
7v8
Moreuil Wood monument – Triangular
stone with 3 resin plaques, built 2004,
49.804950, 2.518565
Link to 360 view:
https://goo.gl/maps/8Up1C8pmvMJD1B
6Q7
Masnieres Monument – Triangular
stone with 3 resin plaques, built 2004,
50.112238, 3.214548
Link to 360 view:
https://goo.gl/maps/wDLbmjFKukxpZtue
A
This second group of monuments are
monuments to the Regiment, or
monuments on which the Regiment’s
name/badge
is
included.
These
monuments are maintained by the
communities or organizations that put
them in place.
Canada
Charleswood Legion – Sherman tank
Holy Trinity Church – Two plaques
inside dedicated to losses in First and
Second World Wars.
Manitoba Legislature – Regular Force
Guidon, laid up in 1970
Manitoba Legislature – FGH
centennial plaque – etched granite
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Minto Armouries – Brass plaque
honouring those who served in the
Second World War

Abbye Val Richer – Stone plaque on
side of old chapel to FGH, Chaudieres
and Sherbrook Fusiliers

St Georges Church – Plaque dedicated
to LCol Paterson, founder of the FGH,
1937

Rots – Plaque to the FGH and
Chaudieres – 1994
Link to 360 view:
https://goo.gl/maps/EWUhwYpMcxzY8fg
o9

St John’ Cathedral – Stained glass
window in soldier’s chapel
Calgary – The Military Museums –
Sherman tank outdoors has plaque
dedicated to the FGH

Thaon – Bronze plaque in centre of
village.
Link to 360 view:
https://goo.gl/maps/5cioJqrTXQpaEo4W
9

France
St Aubin sur Mer – Granite plaque (one
of 4) listing members of units who died
on beach, including 14 FGH members
Link to 360 view:
https://goo.gl/maps/Z2cxUmC7AUPmBZ
qc6
Anguerny – Named ceramic plaque on
roundabout – “Rond Point du Regiment
Fort Garry Horse”, built in 2004
Link to 360 view:
https://goo.gl/maps/DkBDEB5oT43E42T
k7
Courseulles sur Mer – FGH badge on
side of memorial duplex drive tank
“Bold”
Link to 360 view:
https://goo.gl/maps/Gk8qGWfzdNHHEX
6k7
Louvigny - Church – Bronze plaque on
outer wall to Capt McAleese and Tpr
Unger

Carpiquet – Granite plaques on ruin of
old church with FGH badge and outline
of Manitoba
Link to 360 view:
https://goo.gl/maps/xzpQRLJuVQh7J1u
B8
Carpiquet – Airport - Stone monument
with badges of various regiments,
including FGH
Link to 360 view:
https://goo.gl/maps/1J6AhF2oRgUdkhT
T9
Colomby-sur-Thaon – Bronze plaque
on stone pillar commemorating
liberation by FGH and Chaudieres
Link to 360 view: not available
Holland
Doetinchem – Sherman tank in
‘Canada Park’
Link to 360 view:
https://goo.gl/maps/hPJoxLLJ1HAKHcDj
9

22

MAY 2021
Doetinchem – “Chlubhuis Fort Garry
Horse” – local community club across
from tank (FGH in pavement in front)
Link to 360 view:
https://goo.gl/maps/jxsWUvtChmuAkHW
U9
Groningen – Fred Butterworth plaque
on 188 Paterswoldseweg
Link to 360 view:
https://goo.gl/maps/Ej3W7cLCfFXs95S7
9
Groningen – Liberation Forest –
Stone with names of units in liberation of
city, including FGH
Link to 360 view: not available
Woensdrecht/Hoogerheide – Sherman
tank painted in FGH markings in park
(near “Garry Horselaan”)
Lint to 360 view:
https://goo.gl/maps/Tm542dcyP1fHLjqy
9
THE FORT GARRY HORSE MUSEUM
AND ARCHIVES UPDATE
Due to the COVID-19 Pandemic, the
Museum has been closed to the public
from 13 March 2020 to the time of this
report. It is expected that the museum
could re-open in mid to late
summer2021, depending on direction
from the Chief of Defence staff through
local commanders. When this occurs, the
museum Chair and Curator will coordinate the re-integration of volunteers
and a protocol for public visits.
The museum hosts and maintains a
website, www.fortgarryhorse.ca. The

website contains information about the
regiment today, a brief history, a current
list of honours and awards to members of
the regiment, and contact information for
unit recruiting and for historical research.
The site generates 1-2 inquiries per week
which are handled by the museum
volunteers. The website was updated in
2020 by 2Lt Moldez to a new Wordpress
format.
The museum also maintains a Facebook
page, titled ‘The Fort Garry Horse
Museum and Archives”, maintained by
Gord Crossley and Stephane Guindon.
The intent of the Facebook page is to
post images of artifacts and views of the
museum. We also receive queries via the
Facebook Messenger feature.
A YouTube Channel, titled The Fort
Garry Horse Museum, has been started.
At this time, it contains a single test
video, based on a series of 8mm films
from Gary Solar depicting activities in the
late 1960s and early 1970s. A timeindexed description appears below the
video. The intent is to add other videos to
the channel as well as a virtual tour of the
museum.
To complete the remainder of the
museum (Morton Room and Hallway) to
the same standard as the Paterson room,
we estimated that the cost will be
$50,000. We asked for this amount in our
funding request to the Directorate of
History and Heritage in the 2019/20
request in July 2019. We have been told
verbally that we will receive $54,500 this
year, but it has not been deposited in our
account yet.

23

MAY 2021
New carpeting has been installed in the
Larry Lajeunesse Memorial Library room,
courtesy of volunteer Stephane Guindon.
A leak in the drainpipe in the SW tower
caused damage to the plaster ceiling,
and the floor tiles in the Cox Room
(uniform room). Black and McDonald
replaced the drainpipe, but the plaster
ceiling still requires repair. There may be
enough surplus carpet tiles from the
library to carpet the uniform room.
Two new computers were donated by
Luke Kandia to replace the older models
in the library and office. The library
computer has been installed and the
office computer will be installed in future.
The museum had loaned a rifle and two
revolvers to the Manitoba Museum for
their 1919 Strike exhibit. The exhibit
closed in Mid-April 2021 and the
weapons have been returned.
The museum has been working on
supporting the Mennonite Heritage
Village in their upcoming exhibit
“Mennonites at War”. We have been
doing research, have sourced graphics
and images and will be loaning artefacts.
We also sought out private collectors and
other museums to provide artefacts for
the exhibit, which is to run from MayOctober 2021. Installation of our artefacts
to take place in the first week of May.
Volunteer Steve Thompson completed
the digitization over 150 cassette tapes of
oral history interviews from 1978-79 and
2010. These are located in cloud storage,

and backed up at the museum on a hard
drive.
The museum provided the locations of all
FGH War graves in the Winnipeg area,
so they could be visited by unit members
on Remembrance Day 2020 as no
normal service could be held.
The museum received a donation of
artefacts related to the 1st Canadian Tank
Battalion. Research and conservation
were done on the artefacts, and they are
currently on display in Royal Canadian
Legion Branch 30.
The museum received a number of
artefacts from former member Les
Wielkopolan, and they are currently on
loan to Royal Canadian Legion Branch
215 as part of a Peacekeeping display.
A number of copies of ‘The Tank’, the
magazine of Camp Borden during the
Second World War, have been digitized
and will be added to the Royal Canadian
Armoured Corps Association Virtual
Museum website.
A selection of artefacts was put on
display at the Dugald Library. The
museum also assisted the Dugald Legion
in the conservation of artefacts in their
collection.
A comprehensive display of regimental
insignia over the years is being created
by Stephane Guindon. The intent is to
have the image of the display digitized
and used to make posters showing all the
historical insignia of the FGH.
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We have been working with the family of
LCol John Wickey to acquire some of his
personal files and artefacts, in
conjunction
with
the
Canadian
Intelligence Corps, in which he served
after the war. This project is ongoing with
help from the Canadian Military
Intelligence Association
The medals of HLCol Graeme T Haig MC
will be donated in future to the FGH
Museum.
The museum operates with an allvolunteer staff. When open only one or
two staff members are present on a
Thursday evening.

managing
and
cataloging
artefacts.
3. Maintaining archives of unit
records, such as annual training
records and nominal rolls.
4. Do work such as installing new
lighting and painting.
5. Work on the artefact photography
project.
Gord Crossley,
The Fort Garry Horse Museum
and Archives.

David Stones is Chairman, and Stephane
Guindon, Gord Askew, and Sheldon
Friesen are regular volunteers. Prior to
the COVID-19 shutdown, Ted Lightly
volunteered with the weapons collection
and small construction projects. FGH
Cadet Alexander Ross volunteered to do
restoration and conservation on some
weapons and general duties. Capt Cam
Scott has been volunteering on some
Thursday nights to update the index to
our archives. Maria Kruczynski was
working on the virtual catalog. Gord
Crossley continues to handle all email
research requests.
Our greatest challenge, when we re-open
will be to find volunteers to:
1. Be present in the Museum on
Thursday nights
2. Perform the time-consuming task
of accessioning new artifacts and
archival material, as well us
understanding
processes
of
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