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Greetings,
I hope everyone had a good summer and spent time with family
and friends as you could given our health restrictions. It does not
look like things are improving as we go into fall. The Association
was fortunate to put on a Welcome Back BBQ for the troops and
their families on September 11, 2021 and approximately 75
members and their families attended. Thanks were extended to
Gord Crossley, Merv Gunter, Gord Austin, Gerry Abbott, Rod
Klinck, Brian Peternaik and David Stones for their assistance at
this event.
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We were saddened to learn of the passing of Borden Hasiuk, a
former commanding officer who was an active member of the
Association and Senate. You will note further in this newsletter
that we lost two other family members this year.
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There is not a lot to share at this time please stay safe and reach
out to others to keep communications flowing amongst us all.
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It is likely that we will not be able to participate in further events
until COVID numbers decline. The uncertainty has also caused
us to postpone the Cambrai Dinner again due to dates and
availability of members to attend. We are looking to book a date
for 2022.

Always a Garry!
The following letter and attachments were received by the
Regiment from a retired Garry.
Clair R. Lane
319 Hendon Drive N.W.
Calgary, Alberta
T2K 1Z4
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To whom it may concern,

In response to Cpl Lane’s donation the RSM provided the
following response.

I had served in the Regular
Fort Garry Regiment from Dec.
1962 till the Regiment was
disbanded from the Regular
Forces. I am enclosing my Fort
Garry brass buttons and Belt
Buckle so that someone can
use them in the Regiment.

The Fort Garry Horse
L Col Harcus Strachan, VC, MC Armoury
551 Machray Avenue
Winnipeg, MB R2W 1A8

I was proud to serve in the unit
and to learn it’s military history.
I served in West Germany for
years there as well as one tour
of Cyprus while serving as a
member of The Fort Garry
Horse. I wish that someone will
put these items to good use.

I have received your kind package. I want to thank you not only
for the accoutrements but for your service to our Queen and
Country. The Canadian Forces stopped serving in Lahr,
Germany during my first year in the army. I was very
disappointed as I really wanted to be deployed there.

Thank you.
Clair R. Lane

31 May 2021
Cpl Clair Lane, Ret’d,

The Regiment has carried on serving in both international and
domestic deployments. We have 28 soldiers that served in
Afghanistan and most recently close to 50 on the two domestic
deployments in support of Operation Laser, the Forces response
to the COVID-19 pandemic. Next year we will be deploying
about a dozen soldiers to Lativa in support of Operation
Reassurance.
Your accoutrements are going to good use. The lanyard and
badges will be added to our collection on display in the
Regimental museum. The Cpl ranks will be added to a display
the FGH has at the 215 Legion in Winnipeg. The belt buckle has
been added to our parade belts that we use for the Guidon party.
I want to thank you again for your service. Once a Garry, always
a Garry.
Facta Non Verba

Cpl Lane’s donation to the
Regiment

Robert C. Jones, CD
Chief Warrant Officer
Regimental Sergeant Major
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Cambrai Dinner 2021 Cancelled
Unfortunately, Cambrai Dinner 2021 must be cancelled due to continuing COVID-19 restrictions.
This is the second year in a row that we have not been able to join together and commemorate the
anniversary of the Battle of Cambrai, LCol Harcus Strachan and the members of “B” Squadron and their
heroic deeds on that day 104 years ago.

Facta Non Verba
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Great Cover of the Fall-Winter Edition of “The Brigade”
Reprinted from the Fall-Winter 2020 edition of “The Brigade”

Master Corporal Jeremy Falk of the Fort Garry Horse performs drill movements as part of a
ceremony commemorating the 75th Anniversary of the battle of Normandy at Vimy Park in
Winnipeg on June 3, 2019.

In Memory Borden Hasiuk

As published in the Winnipeg Free Press
August 28, 2021.
It is with deep sadness, that we announce the
passing of Borden Hasiuk who passed away
peacefully at Tilbury Manor in Ontario on
August 14, 2021 at the age of 74.
Borden was predeceased by his parents,
Teofila and Stefan Hasiuk. He leaves to mourn
his wife Anita, his daughter Lori, son Mark,
stepson John Chernick, stepdaughter Signe
Chernick, brother Bill (Debbie), grand children
Codie, Brayden (Tesa), Colton, Thomas,
great-granddaughter Amara, and niece
Kelsey.
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Borden was born in Europe in 1947 and came
to Canada in 1949, with his parents finally
settling in Winnipeg. He took to his love of the
Army and joined the Militia at 16 years of age.
He worked his way up the chain of command
and served three terms as Colonel of the Fort
Garry Horse and one final term as Colonel of
The Royal Winnipeg Camerons. He retired
from the Army shortly after a final tour of duty
peace keeping in Bosnia in 2003. He was also
a teacher and principal in Manitoba, Ontario,
China and Saudia Arabia, where he touched
the lives of many students all over the world.
He will be missed, but never forgotten. RIP
Boogsy
Cremation has taken place. A private
graveside service took place on August 20,
2021 at Maple Leaf Cemetery in Tilbury,
Ontario.
Editor’s note: Borden originally was a MP
and then transferred to the FGH. He served
as RSM and rose through the ranks to
become Commanding Officer. Borden served
two terms as Commanding Officer of the FGH
and one term as Commanding Officer of the
Queen’s Own Cameron Highlanders. He also
served as Directing Staff at the Army Staff
College for the Reserve Command and Staff
course. He also was worked at Area and
District HQ.
In Memory Isabel Hutton
Isabel Hutton was the wife of FGH WWll
Veteran Paddy Hutton. She passed on June
21, 2021. Many Garrys will remember this
lovely lady. Our condolences and prayers are
extended to her family.

In Memory Glenn Knudson
As published in the Winnipeg Free Press July
17, 2021

GLENN FRANKLIN KNUDSON
February 28, 1966 - July 6, 2021
It is with heavy hearts that we must announce
the sudden passing of our dear beloved little
brother, uncle, and friend Glenn. He will be
sadly missed by his surviving brother and
sister, family and everyone that knew him.
Glenn's family kindly requests that his relatives
and friends take a few minutes to honour his
memory by visiting and / or sharing stories /
photos on his tribute page at: www.bardal.ca
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Editor’s Note: Glenn joined the FGH in 1983
and later served as Sergeant and RQMS. He
was employed at 17 Wing in supply and most
recently as Deputy General Safety Officer for
the base.
Bring Your Buddy to Work Day
Reprinted from the Fall-Winter 2020 edition of
“The Brigade”
On October 8th, 2019, the Fort Garry Horse
successfully hosted their first ever “Bring Your
Buddy to Work Day” at Lieutenant Colonel
Harcus Strachan VC MC Armoury in Winnipeg,
Manitoba. The initiative was intended to help
boost recruiting numbers for the unit. Guest
had fun as they were taught weapons drill for
the various weapons that the members of the
unit use on exercise and in operation.

THE MILITIA REGIMENT 1970-1991: COLD
WAR SOLDIERING
Excerpt from “Facta Non Verba”
Fifty-one years ago….
A NEW ROLE - RECONNAISSANCE
The year 1970 brought another reorganisation,
restructuring the Regiment from three
operational squadrons and a headquarters
squadron to two operational squadrons only.
‘A’ Squadron concentrated on light armoured
training and the individual and troop level while
‘B’ Squadron engaged in General Military
Training (GMT) for recruits, Internal Security
training, and the running of a Lieutenantqualifying course. The official role of the unit
was ‘Light Armour’, but the equipment issue
did not change, there was still not enough of it
for the job.
Some changes in officer’s titles occurred at this
time as well, with the regimental second-incommand becoming the Deputy Commanding
Officer (DCO) and the Adjutant being given the
rather bureaucratic title of Personnel Officer.
Adopting these titles was a part of the effort of
creating a single armed force out of what had
been three separate services. Like most
aspects of unification, they slowly died away.
6
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The previous year’s successful winter exercise
for officers was repeated, but this time focusing
on the NCOs of the Regiment. Exercise
Marathon II took place during 16-18 January
on the Red River Delta, with 23 NCOs and 6
officers taking part. The weather co-operated,
and temperatures of -40° F were recorded and
long remembered afterwards.
Now that NCOs and officers were refreshed in
winter operations, Exercise Ice Cap was
conducted at Pine Ridge in early March with
the purpose of assessing officer cadets under
conditions of physical and mental stress and
providing fieldcraft training for recruits
undergoing GMT. The remainder of the unit,
the trained soldiers, took part in security
operations. The snow was still deep, and the
temperature -10° F. The exercise report noted
that “the officer cadets were duly stressed and
assessed; the GMT candidates developed a
healthy respect for winter operations as did the
group conducting security operations.”
To maintain mounted skills, a road rally was
conducted in the Dugald area north west of
Winnipeg which stressed map using and crew
skills. Troopers Fleming and Hwozdulych
emerged as the top crew.
A newly instituted award ‘Trooper of the Year’,
also known as the Warrant Officer’s Efficiency
Trophy, was presented for the first time to
Corporal R.P. Dolyniuk in April. The award, still
given today, recognises the trooper or corporal
best combining proper deportment, regular
attendance, positive attitude, participation in
mess government and functions, and in
general setting a good example for others.
The month of May brought a full regimental
exercise in Shilo, with ‘A’ Squadron performing
light armour tasks in jeeps and 3/4 ton trucks,
while ‘B’ Squadron trained officer cadets and

recruits. Unforeseen excitement was provided
courtesy of a lost Service Battalion truck and
driver, which gave the recce troop a realistic
search task, a mission which also required
them to fight several wild fires in the search
area.
June of 1970 brought with it a sad moment in
the Regiment’s history, the departure of The
Fort Garry Horse (Regular) from the Order of
Battle. On the 26th anniversary of the D-Day
landings, a parade, with elements of both units
present, was conducted to lay up the Guidon
of the Regular Regiment in the lobby of the
Manitoba Legislative Building. (See Chapter
7).
The Militia and Regular units each provided a
25-man guard, and both Guidons were
paraded together - the only occasion in the
Regiment’s history when this took place.
Major-General Bruce MacDonald, who was
Colonel of the Regiment, was in attendance
along with Lieutenant-Colonel Graeme Haig,
Honorary Lieutenant-Colonel of the Militia
Regiment. Lieutenant Governor Richard S.
Bowles received the Guidon on behalf of the
Province of Manitoba, and passed it to the
Honourable Mr. Russell Paulley, Minister of
Government Services, for safekeeping in the
Legislative building.
On what should have been a happier note that
summer a Sherman tank was presented to the
Metropolitan Corporation of Greater Winnipeg
and placed, as a memorial, at the corner of
King Street and Notre Dame Avenue. A plaque
on the tank’s glacis plate, presented by the
Dutch Consulate in Winnipeg, dedicated it to
the memory of the men of The Fort Garry
Horse. There matters should have rested but,
unfortunately, the prevailing social attitudes,
which were anti-military as a result of the
unpopular Vietnam War, caused the tank to be
7
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regularly vandalised with peace symbols and
other graffiti. Loud opposition from a church
group, letters to the editor and the comments
of a city counsellor - Joe Zuken of the
Communist Party - who titled the monument
‘monstrous’ led to the removal of the tank from
its prominent location in September. After
languishing in storage for many years, the tank
was restored to running condition in 1994 and
now frequently appears in public displays and
parades of historic military vehicles.
Later in the year, another of the Sherman tanks
was placed in position as a monument in front
of the Charleswood Legion. The unit provided
a 20-man guard of honour for the occasion.
The location of this memorial vehicle did not
draw the same criticism as the example
located downtown, and it remains there to this
day.
The
federal
government,
to
provide
employment for students, instituted a new
scheme called the Student Summer
Employment Programme or SSEP, similar in
concept to the Young Soldier Training Plan of
earlier years. Participants would receive
military training with the option of enrolling in a
Militia unit at the end of the summer. The Fort
Garrys were assigned the task of supporting
this programme. The training was held at
Canadian Forces Base (CFB) Rivers, and
graduated 72 crewmen by the end of the
summer. Of these 38 enrolled in the unit in
September.
Summer
concentration
was
held
in
Wainwright, with 60 all ranks attending from 28
June to 5 July. Afterward members attended
various rank and trade schools or served as
instructors and staff.
Another formal reorganisation of the Militia
became effective on 1 September 1970, with

the setting up of Winnipeg Militia District
Headquarters at the Minto Armouries. The twosquadron establishment for all Militia armoured
regiments was also authorised at this time,
even though the unit had been operating this
way since January. The reserve armoured
units’ role was officially changed from ‘light
armour’ to ‘reconnaissance’, but there were no
firm details of this task and no change in the
equipment held by the unit. The ‘light armour’
concept had been in effect for many years but
had never been fully developed. This type of
unit was supposed to have a mixture of tanks
(euphemistically called Direct Fire Support
Vehicles), light reconnaissance-type vehicles
and mounted infantry. The equipment needed
to implement it was never purchased and the
role was never properly worked out. About the
only aspect of light armour that was firmly laid
down was they were to be rapidly deployable
by air. Just what they were supposed to do
once deployed was anybody’s guess. In
reverting to the classic structure of tanks and
reconnaissance, the armoured corps found
itself with one tank regiment and over twenty
reconnaissance units. This establishment was
not a result of doctrine but due to a shortage of
operational equipment, which had resulted
from the near continuous cuts to the defence
budget.
Soldiers still wore battledress in garrison and
coveralls in the field. The new ‘CF Green’
service dress uniform now being worn by
members of the Regular Force was permitted
for Militia officers, but they had to purchase
these uniforms with their own funds.
On 1 October 1970, Lieutenant-Colonel K.
Stones turned over command of the Regiment
to
Lieutenant-Colonel
A.L.R.
(Larry)
Lajeunesse. Lieutenant-Colonel Lajeunesse
had served in the Regiment since 1962, in all
positions in the unit except Deputy
8
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Commanding Officer. His work started to bear
fruit in 1972 when the RCAC (Association)
awarded the Regiment the Murphy Trophy as
the runner-up unit in the Prairie and Pacific
Areas. The Murphy Trophy would return to the
McGregor Armoury for an unprecedented five
consecutive years. The Regiment would also
win the Murphy Trophy again in 1981, 1982
and 1991.
With a lack of vehicles and direction on their
use, training concentrated on individual skills,
fieldcraft, fitness and marksmanship. ‘Aid to
the Civil Power’ involved training in crowd
control. ‘B’ Squadron utilised ‘A’ Squadron as
an ‘unruly mob’ who were approached,
warned, and dispersed in an exercise that took
place on the armoury floor. Recruiting
continued at a steady pace and the unit ended
the year with a parade strength of 110 all
ranks. A new recruiting advertisement
appeared in the newspapers showing a beretwearing member of the FGH from the eyes up,
staring out from the page. The ad was titled
“MARK of a MAN” and the text read:

long-hair wig that he wore when not in uniform.
Soldiers who travelled by bus often chose to
wear civilian clothes to and from the armoury.
Cambrai day was celebrated in the usual
fashion with a church parade and dinner and
dance sponsored by the Regimental
Association. Although the Regular Regiment
had been deleted from the order of battle the
previous summer, Lord Strathcona’s Horse
(RC) held a Cambrai celebration at Sarcee
barracks in Calgary inviting the commanding
officer and five officers of the Militia Regiment
to attend.

Do you have what it takes to be a man
in today’s complex world?
If you think you have, you may be
interested in becoming a member of
Manitoba’s active militia.
A few vacancies are presently available
in famous units such as the Fort Garry
Horse, Royal Winnipeg Rifles and the
Queen’s Own Cameron Highlanders of
Canada.

Crew commanders go over their maps in Wainwright.
L-R Lieutenant Abourousse, Warrant Officer Lumsden,
Lieutenant Stones, Captain Van der Schee (LdSH) and Major
Hubbard. Note that Militia officers still wore the old ‘pips
and crowns’ rank insignia while the Regular Force wore the
stripe rank insignia. In the background are Troopers Dawes,
Langford and Troszko.

Recruiting was particularly difficult in the early
1970s, due to a generally poor public
perception of the military. Male civilian
hairstyles were long, and a military cut made a
person stand out. One corporal even had a
9
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Vehicle (TAPV), these skills will be vital during
the transition period. 2Lt Bellisle was top
candidate on the course. Congratulations!

Unit members wearing coveralls and 1951 pattern web
equipment for field training.

Members of the unit involved in ‘Aid to the Civil Power’ training.
Members played the part of rioters and others acted as crowd control.

Officer Developmental Period 1 (DP1)
Course Graduates
Reprinted from the Fort Garry Horse Instagram
page.

On August 12, 2021, 2Lt Bellisle and 2Lt Smith
completed their officer Developmental Period
1
(DP1)
course.
The
Armoured
Reconnaissance Troop Leader course lasts for
15 weeks and gives the candidates the
capabilities to plan, manage and execute
missions at the troop level of an armoured
squadron. With the changes to the structure
and tactics of reconnaissance units to four-car
troops based on the Tactical Armoured Patrol
10
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Graduations and Promotions
The following is a list of all the courses our Unit personnel have passed over the summer training
cycle and the recent promotions. Congratulations to All!!
Patrol Commander
Sgt Montgomery (TC)
Sgt Goertzen
Sgt Falk
Sgt Fuczyla
Sgt Jun-Dundas

Armoured Crew Commander
MCpl Kessler
MCpl Suggitt (TC)
MCpl Lambert
MCpl Zahara
MCpl Laporte

Developmental Phase 1 – Crewman
Tpr Gatchell
Tpr Robinson
Tpr Nazri
Tpr Derksen (TC Runner Up)
Tpr Grandpre
Tpr Brown
Tpr Yawrenko

Basic Military Qualification - Land
Tpr Gatchell
Tpr Robinson
Pte Tillotson
Pte Kotzer
Pte Lannoo (TC)

Basic Military Qualification
Tpr Gatchell
Tpr Robinson
Capt Frankland
OCdt Anderson
Tpr McInnes
Pte Tillotson
Pte Kotzer
Pte Kharal
Pte Klassen (TC)
Pte Lannoo
2Lt Bhamra

Armoured Reconnaissance Troop Leader
Lt Bellisle (TC)
Lt Smith

Promotions
Pte-Tpr Derksen
Pte-Tpr Gatchell
Pte-Tpr Nazri
Pte-Tpr Robinson
Pte-Tpr Yaworenko
Pte-Tpr Grandpre
Pte-Tpr Brown
Tpr-Cpl Grandpre
Tpr-Cpl Brown
Tpr-Cpl Wiebe

Promotions
Tpr-Cpl Watson
Tpr-Cpl Milljour
Tpr-Cpl Kowalski
Tpr-Cpl Flett
Cpl-MCpl Lambert
Cpl-MCpl Laporte
MCpl-Sgt Fuczyla
WO-MWO Trainer
2Lt-Lt Bellisle
2Lt-Lt Smith

Basic Military Officer Qualification Part 2
2Lt Nelson
2Lt Zhanel
OCdt Glassey
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VAC Services
Applications

and

Disability

Benefit

records, unfortunately, are often lost. Keep all your
service records in a safe place.

I was speaking to a retired RCMP Officer over
dinner. We had both served in the CF Reserve
Force prior to joining the RCMP and CF Regular
Force respectively. We both agreed that when we
were serving there was little information provided
to us concerning the assistance that may be
provided following a service related injury that
results in some sort of disability either immediately
or much later in life. I thought that I should write
this short article to aid all members of the
Regimental Family in obtaining support from
Veterans Affairs Canada (VAC).

Secondly, serving members should also always
complete a CF 98, Report of Injury, disease or
illness, in order to provide evidence for a future
claim for a disability that may show up months or
years later. This should not be limited to major
events and could include sports injuries, a fall
while on exercise that resulted in an injury, an
injury while repairing a vehicle or exposure to toxic
fumes etc.

VAC support may include the provision of
disability benefits for both serving and retired
Reserve and Regular Force members. A VAC
disability benefit is a tax-free, financial payment to
support your well-being. VAC may provide a
disability benefit if you have a diagnosed medical
condition or disability and if you are able to show
that the condition is related to your service. The
amount provided to you depends on the degree to
which your condition is related to your service
(entitlement) and the severity of your condition,
including its impact on your quality of life
(assessment).
Understanding the supports available from VAC
and obtaining that support can often be a
confusing and time consuming exercise; however,
there are some things that can be done to make
the exercise easier. Firstly, it is extremely
important that you obtain a copy of your medical
and service records when you are released from
the CF as these records are crucial to supporting
your application for disability benefits. You can
also apply for a copy of your medical records after
release through Library and Archives Canada;
however, this process may be problematic and

For example, many members of the Regimental
Family have, or will, experience hearing loss while
serving or in retirement. VAC provides
compensation for hearing loss and tinnitus. VAC
will pay for hearing aids, hearing aid accessories,
fitting fees and other services related to hearing
aids if proof is provided that hearing loss was
related to service. Proof may be the provision of
records showing that you attended gun camps or
weapon qualifications together with your hearing
assessments that show hearing loss over time.
You can apply for benefits online through My VAC
Account. It is relatively easy to set up a My VAC
Account by registering at the VAC website.
Alternatively, you can download most forms and
drop them off at any VAC office, CAF Transition
Centre or Service Canada office. You can also
mail your completed form directly to the address
listed on the form.
Most importantly, get some help which is readily
available. The staff at any VAC office, CAF
Transition Centre or Service Canada office can
assist you or you can call VAC at 1-866-522-2122.
Service Officers with The Royal Canadian
Legion or The War Amps of Canada can also
assist you with your application, including helping
you get all of the information you need to support
12
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your application. Their assistance is free of
charge.
LCol Jim Kirkland (ret”d)
Note: Jim Served with the FGH from 1970
to 1980 and then transferred to the Regular
Force. Jim retired from The CF Health
Services as a Lieutenant Colonel in 2009
and then worked for both Veterans Affairs
Canada and
Treasury Board before
retiring. Jim also has offered to answer
questions concerning VAC services and
disability benefit applications. He may be
contacted at jamesbkirk13@gmail.com.
Memorial to Private Darren Krosney

On Saturday, September 18, 2021, my wife
Mary Mikawoz and I participated in an event
in Roblin Manitoba to remember Private
Darren Krosney who was killed while on
duty on August 21, 1983.
The Province of Manitoba has a policy
where members of the Canadian Armed
Forces killed in the line of duty have a lake
named after them. The lake for Private
Krosney is located on the edge of the town
of Roblin. While at the event, one of the
members of the Legion colour party

provided by the (Branch 24 of the Royal
Canadian Legion) explained the geography.
Highway 83 runs north/south and comes
from Russel in the south. As it enters Roblin,
it cuts the Goose Lakes into West Goose
Lake and East Goose Lake. Just to the east
of the highway, there is a railway track. This
railway used to be a bridge over East Goose
Lake. However, at some point, the railway
filled in under the bridge, effectively cutting
the one lake into two lakes. The eastern
most lake no longer had a name. This has
now been named Krosney Lake.
The family of Private Krosney decided to
place a bench overlooking the lake to
honour and remember him. So, a ceremony
was held on Saturday, September 18, 2021.
The RM of Roblin took delivery of the bench
and created a small park like space and
placed the bench.

A little after 2:00 pm, the ceremony started.
The family asked the local MP and MLA to
both say a few words. Both mentioned that
they were honoured to be invited and
thanked the family and wished all well. The
local representative for the RM of Roblin
then spoke. She talked about how the RM
was very happy to have this lake named
after Private Krosney and have the bench
installed. It plans to build a small park
13
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around the bench, putting in grass and trees
and making the location a quiet place where
people can come and enjoy the peace,
quiet, scenery and be able to reflect. The
centrepiece of the park will be the bench.
The family talked of how Darren had always
wanted to be a soldier from a young age. His
mother, Edna Krosney talked about how she
knows that he was meant to be driving that
vehicle that day, and that she would never
take that away from him.
The family then asked me to speak. I talked
of how Private Krosney had joined the Fort
Garry Horse in January of 1983, completed
his basic training in Winnipeg with the unit,
and had then gone to Dundurn for the
summer training. He completed his initial
trades
training
as
an
armoured
reconnaissance crewman, and then
participated in a large exercise involving all
the army reserve units from the prairie
provinces. After this, there was a convoy
road move to get all the vehicles and
equipment back to the home units, and his
vehicle was involved in an accident on the
highway and both he and the other soldier
from the Royal Winnipeg Rifles had been
tragically killed. As I was his course officer
for his basic training in Winnipeg, I did
remember him. He was always a positive
soldier, always smiling and enjoying himself,
and if I remembered correctly, that he
finished in the top three of his course.
At this point, the Legion colour party
explained the purpose of the Last Post, the
minute of silence and Reveille. This was
then played. Afterwards, the family thanked
everyone for attending, and invited
everyone back to the Legion (which is
located inside the Community Center) for a
light lunch.

Back at the Legion, once everyone had a
plate of food, the family provided a shot of
Drambuie to everyone. I was then asked to
make a toast. I explained the traditions
behind some of the toasts, and proposed
that we should do two of them. We did a
toast to Fallen Comrades, as that was the
reason we were all gathered. The second
toast was to the Regiment, and so we all did
an “Up The Garrys”.
The RM of Roblin and Legion Branch 24
both did an incredible job of preparing for
and hosting the events of the day. They
were all very welcoming.

To find the bench, you simply need to go to
the intersection of Highway 5 and Ventures
Drive (just east of the intersection of
Highway 5 and Highway 83). Take Ventures
Drive south straight on toward the lake, and
you can't miss the bench.
I was very honoured to participate in this
event. As I mentioned above, I was the
course officer for the basic training course
that year. In September of 1982, I had just
returned from the Armoured School in
Gagetown where I had completed basic
officer training (everything shy of being
trained as a troop leader). So, I was
assigned Sergeant Gerry Berard, and some
junior NCOs such as Merv Fiebelkorn, Rory
14
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Wilson and Janice McPherson (Skadsheim
then). We were given a mission of recruiting
enough soldiers to run a basic training
course. We swore everyone in in early
January, and then ran the course from
January to April of that year. It was my first
ever “command” and leadership position. It
was a great learning opportunity for a young
officer like myself, and I was very fortunate
to work with the NCOs that were assigned
to this course. It truly boosted my
confidence in myself which went a long way
to both my immediate success on
completing my troop leaders course in the
summer of 1983 and my long term success
in the army.
At the end of the summer of 1983, after
completing my troop leader course in
Gagetown, I went directly to Dundurn to
participate in Milcon as a troop After the
exercise, I was also part of the road move
back to Winnipeg. I was in one of the
packets ahead of the one that Private
Krosney was in. When we got back to the
armoury in Winnipeg, we had heard that an
accident had happened, but we had no idea
of who was involved or how serious it was. I
went home, and the next day, my wife and I
went on a two-week camping trip. After I got
back from that trip, I learned what had
happened.
Private Krosney was the only soldier I have
ever commanded in my entire career that
lost his life while serving. As it happened
very early in my career, I have never
forgotten him, and I have thought about him
a few times every year. As a result, I was
very honoured to represent the unit and let
the family know that he will never be
forgotten by the Fort Garry Horse.
David Attwell LCol ret’d

My Experience on a Troop Leader
Course
From April to August 2021, I was on the
Armoured Reconnaissance Troop Leader
course at the Royal Canadian Armoured
Corps School. The course itself wasn’t so
much of a physical challenge, but it was a
gruelling mental challenge. The first time I
found myself in the hot seat for troop
leading, I was almost overwhelmed with all
the information coming at me that I had to
balance. From information coming from my
patrols which needed to get passed up, to
the information coming from squadron that
needed to get disseminated, as well as the
on-the-spot coordination that happened
between troop leaders when the plans
inevitably had to change, it was quite the
sensory overload. We only had four traces
in the hot seat to perfect our methods of
running a troop, so the learning curve was
quite steep. However, the most stressful
part was the battle procedure. Going
through your time appreciation, trying to
shave a minute off here and there to give
yourself more time to go through your
planning process. However, the coolest
experience I had was being up for my
practice hard assessment trace with the
actual OC of B Sqn. Sitting in orders with a
real deal Squadron OC, Battle Captain and
SSM was intimidating at the start, however
as time went on, the training kicked in and it
was just another trace, and it was a great
learning opportunity. It gave you a taste of
what to expect on a real operation.
After four long months, I was happy to be
graduating with nearly all of my course
mates – 17 out of 18 of us had passed, and
our only RTU was due to medical reasons.
This is a testament to our amazing staff who
would sacrifice every minute of their free
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time so that we would understand
everything, as well as all of us candidates
making sure that everyone knew exactly
what needed to get done when we were up
in the hot seat. And I was honoured when
one day before our graduation day, the
course officer informed me that I was going
to be named Top Candidate.

Selkirk lads born to serve: Tradition,
loyalty inspired young men

We learned about halfway through the
course that this likely was going to be the
last recce course to be ran for officers, and
the cavalry transition was going to be
pushed down to the units right away. Less
than a week after graduating ARTL, I
attended Ex WESTERN SABRE as a troop
leader. This was 3 Division’s first divisional
reserve exercise in quite some time, and the
first reserve exercise tailored to the new
cavalry doctrine. Led by some very
knowledgeable officers and NCOs from the
LdSH(RC), we were able to conduct a
squadron level advance to contact and a
hasty attack. Once again, it was a rather
steep learning curve, where the phrase I
heard most from the squadron OC was,
“stop thinking so much.”

There were many ties that bound the 29
men from a single block on Dufferin Avenue
in Selkirk to serving in the Second World
War, says the last known surviving member.

The transition to cavalry has its trade-offs:
there is much less freedom in planning for
the troop leader, as well as the elimination
of patrol commanders. It is much more rigid
in what needs to be done, with little wiggle
room. However, it breeds a more aggressive
mindset for the soldiers and officers of the
armoured corps, which is extremely
exciting. I cannot wait for the full cavalry
transition to occur for the Fort Garry Horse.
Lt Bellisle

By: Bill Redekop
Originally published
November 30, 2013 Winnipeg Free Press
Reprinted with permission of the Winnipeg
Free Press (copyright).

"Most of the people you see there, their
fathers were in the First World War and
there was definitely a family tradition of
loyalty to the Crown and to the Queen," said
Bill Little, 93, in a telephone interview from
Ottawa, where he still lives independently in
a residential home.
But another factor was the military regiment
called the Fort Garry Horse had a squadron
in Selkirk, started in the 1930s, that ran a
summer camp most of the soldiers attended
as kids. Kids got to ride horses and learn
military horsemanship, including the care
and grooming of horses.
In fact, those summer camps started Little
on both a military career and a lifelong love
affair with horses. Later in life, Little became
executive director of the Canadian
Equestrian Association. He was director of
the equestrian event at the 1976 Olympics
in Montreal.
A third factor for the high rate of enlistees,
said Little, was that the economy was the
pits in 1939 and there were no jobs.
Of the 29 men in the Dufferin Gang who
went overseas, four didn't come back:
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Lawson Dillabough, Charles Griffiths, Jack
Norquay (Little's cousin), and Charles
Tetroe (Little's stepbrother).
Even so, that was a relatively high ratio of
survivors, Little said. A total of 45,000
Canadians lost their lives in the Second
World War.
Little is indirectly responsible for the story of
the Dufferin Gang becoming public. He was
interviewed a decade ago by military history
writer Ted Barris about his role in the D-Day
assault. Little told Barris 29 men from his
block in Selkirk served in the war. Barris
researched that and found it to be true. He
mentions the feat in his book, Juno:
Canadians at War June 6, 1944 (2004).
People in Selkirk believe it to be a record.
Barris, who has written 17 books on military
history, isn't sure but has never heard of any
street surpassing it.
Two men in Selkirk, Blaine McVety of
Blaine's Books, and podiatrist Dr. Lorne
Canvin, are now fundraising to erect a
monument on Dufferin marking the feat. The
block is on Dufferin between Main and
Jemima streets.
Selkirk had a high ratio of volunteers. "It just
kept pouring the young into the military,"
said Little, who was the recruiting sergeant
for the Fort Garry Horse. About half the
Dufferin Gang were Fort Garrys, the rest
were mostly air force and navy, he said.
The Fort Garry Horse is one of the oldest
Canadian regiments, founded in 1912. It
was originally a mounted infantry, then a
calvary in the First World War. By the start
of the Second World War, it had morphed
into the tank division. It traces its origins to
the Boulton Scouts, formed in 1885 to arrest

Louis Riel in the Northwest Rebellion. When
one order is shut down, a new order will
often attempt to perpetuate it, which was the
case with the Fort Garry Horse and the
Boulton Scouts.
When Canada declared war against
Germany on Sept. 9, 1939, men affiliated
with the Fort Garry Horse packed a military
bus to Winnipeg to enlist, said Little. In many
cases, two or three or more families
members enlisted. The Gunters, who lived a
short walk from Little's home, had three
sons, Blair, Gerald and Jack Gunter, in
Little's squadron alone. "Blair was my
gunner," operating the gun on the Sherman
tank. Little was the squadron commander.
Little was captain of the Fort Garry Horse
regiment during the D-Day assault on Juno
Beach in France. The Fort Garrys had two
squadrons, B and D squadrons, that
stormed Normandy. They were equipped
with swimming tanks that had two propellers
on the back and air tubes underneath a
large canvas covering.

Bill Little as he appeared when he led an armoured
troop onto Juno Beach on D-Day, June 6, 1944.
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Little made it ashore with two tanks. "From
then on it was straight fighting Germans until
we finished up, May 3 in Oldenberg,
Germany. That's where we ended the war."
Want to get a head start on your day?
"We lost a lot of men. I was wounded once.
I had a body full of shrapnel, which I still
carry, from a grenade. We were attacking a
town and out on the ground with the infantry
chatting about the next move. It was a
walled town, and a German threw a grenade
over the wall and missed everyone but me."
He was treated and returned to the front in
just two weeks.
Little was awarded the Military Cross at the
war's conclusion. Last week, he was one of
a handful of Second World War veterans
from Manitoba named to the Legion of
Honour in France for his role in D-Day and
the liberation of France.

Bill Little, the last surviving member of the Dufferin Gang.

Little never returned to Manitoba, except to
visit family. His career in the military
included a stint in intelligence in Ottawa and
concluded as military attaché to the
Canadian High Commission in Cyprus,
advising on Greek and Turkish armies.
"He was a great guy and still is a great guy,"
said Gary Solar, a former commanding
officer with Fort Garry Horse, and current
adviser to the Manitoba government on
military affairs. Solar and Little have been
friends for half a century. "He has an
incredibly positive attitude and character."
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