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President’s Report
Preparing for the Unknown
We have all throughout our lives learned to
train and prepare before we tackle new
tasks/activities or jobs. It has proven to
make us more successful if we are aware
and ready for what is coming. Those who
work for the government (I worked for 33
years with 3 provinces and the federal
government) know that often we prepare for
tasks that don’t happen due to unexpected
changes of policy or governments. We also
know that often the gap between planning
training and implementation is not adequate
or straight forward – lots of hurry up and wait
and wait and wait...
These last few years have been very
frustratingly an example of the best and
worst of a successful attempt to plan and
1
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implement. It has been more an example of
the Peter Principle of what can go wrong
does. It has been hard on all of us. It is hard
to be prepared and stay in readiness for an
extended time given the world we live in with
24-hour instant communication most of
which is confusing at best and dangerously
misleading at worst.

HLCol Stones Presented with Clasp to
CD
On October 14, 2021, HLCol Stones was
presented with a clasp to his CD by LCol
Gillian Dulle, Commanding Officer, The Fort
Garry Horse. Congratulations HLCol
Stones!

All we can do is soldier on and follow the
mantra of Facta Non Verba. It is ironic for
me as I spent most of my working life talking.
Talking to troubled youths, incarcerated
adults and Veterans as a teacher and
rehabilitation worker, but I got involved in
volunteering to do things for people and that
has always kept me on task and moving
forward, despite the many roads less
travelled.
The Association has kept meeting by video
conferencing and likely will do so well into
2022. As President I did get to attend two
events at the Armoury, the excellent
Remembrance Day service on November 4,
2021, and the Jr Ranks Christmas Dinner
where I presented a turkey to the best shot
and 2 hams to random draws. The
Association decided to drop the worst shot
prize as we only want to recognize good
efforts. The Association is planning for a
possible Cambrai Dinner in November 2022
and the Senate is hoping to put on another
Cavalry Ball for March 2022 so start
planning to attend.

Homes For Heroes Foundation Edmonton Veterans’ Village
The following two paragraphs are an
excerpt from an email sent by Mr. Cameron
Diggon, Vice President & Director of Fund
Development,
Homes
for
Heroes
Foundation regarding Trooper Clarence
Howg, The Fort Garry Horse.
Everyone on the Homes For Heroes team
believes deeply in the work that we do. We
are all passionate about supporting
Veterans and honouring those who made
the ultimate sacrifice in the service of our
country. I certainly feel that way, but every
now and then I hear or read something that
brings it all back to me so clearly.
Sometimes, the message is so plain and
simple, but so direct, that it can bring tears
2
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to my eyes. That happened recently when I
received the attached letter.

gesture in naming a home in his honor.
Many tears have been shed.

One of the homes at our Edmonton Village
pays tribute to a young trooper from the Fort
Garry Horse. The paragraphs on his tribute
plaque tells this 22 year old soldier’s story
well enough. But the letter that we received
from the husband of Trooper Howg’s sister
goes beyond that. His comments on this
soldier’s service, his family background, as
well as his words of appreciation for the
efforts of Homes For Heroes to pay tribute
to Trooper Howg, stopped us all in our
tracks.

Lynette is one of only four sisters still living,
so much appreciated being invited to attend
the opening ceremonies in November. I
shall be driving her to Edmonton (weather
permitting) and hope to meet you and the
other principles there – thank you.

Transcription of letter from Kenneth A.
McNeill to Homes For Heroes
Foundation
October 14, 2021
Homes for Heroes Foundation
Suite 900 2424 – 4th Street S.W.
Calgary, AB T2S 2T4
Attn: Mr. Cameron Diggon
Dear Sir;
Further to our telephone discussion about
“HOWG HOUSE” in the ATCO Edmonton
project enclosed please find a donation
cheque for $10,000.00 from Lynette and I in
appreciation for the honor you have
bestowed upon our brother / brother-in-law,
Tpr Clarence Howg and his family.
As I mentioned, Clarence was the only son
of Magnus and Emma Howg and left behind
10 sisters when he joined the Canadian
Armed Forces in 1942. The extended family
is now quite large and I assure you they are
thrilled beyond words to learn of the
Foundations’s, ATCO’s and the sponsor’s

The Plaque is a find condensation of his
history with the Fort Garry Horse. As an
armoured serviceman yourself, you will
have a much better understanding than us
of the conditions under which they fought. If
I interpret his letters home correctly, July
25th 1944 was not the first time he had a
Sherman shot out from underneath him and
his crewmembers. It took great bravery for
“B” Squadron to advance on a rescue
mission into the batteries of 88’s and other
anti-tank weapons near Tilly la Campagne
on that day and it resulted in the heaviest
daily loss of the war for the Garry’s.
I have always thought that one example of
the irony of war was that Clarence’s father
qualified for and accepted a volunteer
German POW to assist on the farm. After
being repatriated after the war, he returned
to Canada and farmed in the same area.
Thank you again. I look forward to meeting
you in Edmonton.
Signed
Ken McNeil
Retrospective on Tpr Howg
In 2007 Capt Crossley (ret’d)I was asked to
research Clarence Howg. Here is what he
was able to find.
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M104736
Trooper
Clarence
Howg
transferred to the 10th Canadian Armoured
Regiment (Fort Garry Horse) from the 6th
Canadian
Armoured
Regiment
(1st
Hussars) on 16 September 1943, in
Worthing, Sussex, England.
He embarked at Plymouth, England on 2
June 1944, and landed on Juno Beach on
D-Day, 6 June 1944.
Here is the excerpt from our War Diary for
25 July 1944:
"Extremely noisy night – enemy bombing
(no casualties) enemy and our own shelling.
“B” Sqn suffered 5 casualties from
mortaring. This Sqn supporting North Nova
Scotias form BOURGEUBUS into TILLY LA
CAMPAGNE. The attack not successful as
Panther Tks remained between our tks and
advancing infantry.
At 1630 hrs Maj.
CHRISTIAN given permission to withdraw
the remnants of his Sqn 6 to 700 yds which
he did at 1715 hrs. This Sqn remained in
position of support all night though
communications with the Inf broke down
completely. “B” Sqn lost 11 tks today.
R.H.Q. moved to new location (M.R.
076646) at 2310 hrs tonight. This position
not visible by the enemy. Today’s attack
was grandiose in scale; 2 Cdn Corps (with
under command 7 British Armd Div and
Guards Armd Div and with the usual 2 and
3 Inf Divisions plus 2 Cdn Armd Bde.) was
to make an assault and break through.
Today’s attack ended in the capture of
VERRIERE (M.R. 053602). MAY SUR
ORNE was retaken by the Germans and
TILLY LA CAMPAGNE was never actually
in possession of our Infantry though a whole
Battalion did penetrate to the centre of the
Town."

M104736 Trooper Clarence Magnus Howg
is buried in Brettveille-sur-Laize Canadian
War Cemetery, grave marker XIX.G.8
His next of kin were listed as his parents,
Carl Magnus Howg and Emma Howg, of
Enchant, Alberta. His age at the time of his
death was 22.
Enchant is a small town near the city of
Lethbridge, Alberta.
Since 2007, his photo, letter to his father
about his death, and grave marker photo
have been added to the Canadian Virtual
War Memorial.
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Remembrance Day 2021
While COVID-19 prevented the usual
Remembrance Day services at LieutenantColonel
Harcus
Strachan
Armoury,
members were able to attend various
ceremonies around the country.
Lieutenant-Colonel Harcus Strachan
Armoury
The Fort Garry Horse held a wreath-laying
ceremony for Remembrance Day at
Lieutenant-Colonel
Harcus
Strachan
Armoury Winnipeg Manitoba, on November
4, 2021.

Legion Gardens Elmwood
Rod Klinck, Gerry Abbott and Gordon Austin
attended a small Remembrance Day
service at Legion Gardens in Elmwood.
During the service LCol Rod Klinck read a
poem by our Juri Snikeris.
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Assiniboine Park Winnipeg
Capt Mikawoz-Atwell commanding a group
of Fort Garry Horse soldiers at their
monument in Assiniboine Park for
Remembrance Day. LCol David Atwell
(ret’d) was asked to speak at this event.
There were approximately 30 people from
the public that were also there.

Glen Lawn Cemetery Winnipeg
A small group of Fort Garry Horse
Logisticians reflected and placed poppies
at the Veterans Wall of Remembrance at
Glen Lawn Cemetery.

Photo Credit: WO Chris Rankin

Photo Credit: Avril Hutton

Sprague, Manitoba
Small group of Garrys in Sprague MB
honoured a local Garry who fell on D-Day
with a plaque and a short write up with info
from the Regimental Museum as there was
no local marker for him.
Trooper George Brissette of C Sqn was
killed in the water off St Aubin after his tank
sunk. Only the Crew Commander and
Gunner made it ashore. His brother, Arthur,
also landed with C Sqn. He survived the
war.
The family moved out of the area in the late
50s and since the RM does not have a
cenotaph, there was no known marker in the
area for him. The museum is run by a
volunteer and relies on families giving them
info about relatives who served.
The plaque is maple and includes a cap
badge that went to France for the 75th
anniversary of D-Day and was dipped in the
6
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water at St Aubin. We were also able to pay
respects to all area veterans at the small
memorial outside. About 15 community
members were in attendance.

Burnsland Cemetery Calgary, Alberta
Jennifer Butterworth placed her wreath
honouring Trooper Fred Butterworth at the
cross of sacrifice in Burnsland Cemetery in
Calgary, Alberta.
Old Strathcona, Edmonton
Reid Egger proudly wore his Garry badge at
the smaller, and shorter than usual
ceremony at Light Horse Park in Old
Strathcona, in memory of a good friend,
Facta Non Verba, to fallen comrades.
7
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Dugald, Manitoba
Brian Peternaik went to a service at the
Cenotaph in Dugald. There was a small
service with an Honour Guard from the
Regiment attending. They did an excellent
job.
Leduc, Alberta
Merv Fiebelkorn attended the service in
Leduc, Alberta. Good attendance by current
and retired military personnel and the public.
Simple and short, and the weather cooperated.

monument and the Tyndall stone Fort Garry
gate at the central post. The weather was
horrible with 70-90 kph winds and small
pellets of ice and rain hitting on everyone.
The service concluded at 11:07 when our
power went out for 23 hours. All attending
requested the event be held again next
year!

East St. Paul, Manitoba
HLCol Stones and Capt Crossley (ret’d)
attended a Remembrance Day service at
215 Henderson Legion. After the ceremony,
the parents of Trooper Darren Krosney of
the FGH, who was killed in a training
accident in 1983, were presented with a
commemorative banner which will be
displayed in East St Paul along with other
military casualty banners.
The Cenotaph St. Norbert
The Fort Garry Horse has been involved in
the ceremony at the Cenotaph in St. Norbert
since the beginning under Col David Atwell
and with encouragement and support from
the late Major Gord Coutts. Members
participated in the virtual Remembrance
Day services in 2020 and 2021.
Ponemah, Manitoba
Juri Snikeris and some local Garrys
attended a private, but public welcome,
gathering at his home in Ponemah close to
Winnipeg Beach. This has now become an
event and several people in the area gather
to hear the Last post, Two Minute Silence,
Revelry, and Binyon’s poem. This year a
dozen people attended and several
wandered by later by our portable
8
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Bruce Park Winnipeg
At Bruce Park three soldiers from The Fort
Garry Horse stood guard at the cenotaph
and HCol Bob Williams had the Last Post
and the Rouse played and said Binyon’s
verse. Over seventy people, mostly citizens
from the area along with some active and
retired soldiers, were in attendance. Some
have been coming to this cenotaph for over
fifty years and now bring their children. It
was a cold and windy day but that wouldn’t
stop people from their attendance to show
their support for our soldiers past and
present. At the end of the day the cenotaph
was covered in poppies and many leave
painted stones.

HCol Williams Address - Remembrance
Day November 4, 2021
It has been a long time since we have been
able to gather in a group for Remembrance
Day. Although it feels good to gather as a
regiment to honour our fallen soldiers, we
miss the citizens and friends that would
have joined us.
And they miss the opportunity to say thank
you and show their respect for you and our
fallen
During Covid we did our part. We were
ready when the government asked for help-- that is what soldiers do. That is what our
fallen did.
Canada spent 12 years in Afghanistan.
Several of you on parade proudly served. I
thank you. For 12 years we gave the people
of Afghanistan the opportunity to experience
freedom. We put the cancer in remission for
12 years. Any time a doctor could put a
cancer in remission for 12 year is a WIN.
Our soldier saw that a 6-year-old girl could
have had 12 years of education
But at what a cost !!! 158 Soldiers women
and men lost. We will remember them.
Thousands of wounded soldiers both
physically and mentally. We will help them
During the past two years we lost several
FGH veterans. One in particular most of you
knew. This soldier served with his brother in
France, Belgium and Holland. This soldier
was in the reserve tanks on the liberation of
Groningen where his brother in a lead tank
was killed April 14, 1945.
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This Trooper as he liked to be called was
Trooper Stan Butterworth. You knew Stan
because for the last twenty years of his life
he was at the kit shop helping and talking to
his fellow soldiers and sharing laughs. We
were so lucky. Thank you, Stan.

singed hair and eyebrows did not qualify for
a wound stripe.

Some of us traveled with Stan on Battlefield
tours in Europe. It was like traveling with a
rock star. Stan always took time to help
people remember our fallen. It was his
personal mission

I noticed that Stan saluted using the old
British way with the palm forward. I asked
why. He said that was the way he was
trained and he will continue to do so until he
is dead. It was his way of honoring his fellow
fallen soldiers and his brother. Besides he
said with a twinkle in those blue eyes of his--- What are they going to do, Fire me?

We watched Stan as he knelt at his brother’s
grave and place a poppy then using his
brother’s gravestone for support (because
that what brothers do) stand at attention and
salute …not a dry eye in the group.
We watched a video of Stan talking about
having to write his Mother about Fred’s
death ------ again not a dry eye to be had.

He loved the Christmas dinners where he
sat with his fellow Troopers. It was the
highlight of his Christmas.

For this Remembrance Day and for many
more --- when it comes to the response: We
will remember them I will be saying, We will
remember Stan!

But we also heard stories about Stan being
up on charges of desertion when they
decided to visit a soldier friend in the
hospital.
Stan was always lucky. He got away with it
because the wounded soldier covered for
them and the Sergeant in charge of the
reprimand was a personal friend of the
wounded soldier. Stan didn’t mention the
several bottles of wine they also liberated
that night
Stan would tell the story that after the war
they were cleaning up his tank. He always
called it HIS tank as he spent the entire war
in that tank. The cleaning solution used was
gasoline mix and a soldier walking by flipped
a cigarette and the tank was engulfed in
flames with Stan inside. Stan shot out of the
tank and was disappointed to learn that
10
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In Remembrance of Stan

Candles of Light

Juri Snikeris is a Senator in the Fort Garry
Senate. Juri was fortunate to know Stan
Butterworth and travel with him on one of
our battlefield tours. He has written this
poem to honour Stan which follows.

Each year in the War Cemeteries in Holland
on December 24, hundreds of Dutch
volunteers spread out to place candles on
the graves of Canadian servicemen. This
was originally done to honor the sacrifice
that these Canadian servicemen made in
the fight for the liberation of Holland. The
Dutch place these candles so that the
servicemen are not forgotten on the holiest
night in the Christian calendar. This year,
2021, the Fort Garry Horse Regimental
Association participated in the fund raising
necessary to buy the candles.

For the Fallen – A Reply
For our Friend Stanley Butterworth
Facta non Verba
Our songs of battle are long since sung,
My youth bound in chains of age,
Limbs grown tired, eyes less true, less sure
of step, less sure of view.
We fought the odds and faced the foe,
But in the end, we stood some few.
I grew old when you could not, and the years
did pass,
Age wore me down, but I still do recall.
As the sun does set and rise in the morning,
I cannot forget you the ones who did fall.

There are three Canadian War Cemeteries
in Holland: Bergen, Groesbeek and Holten.
This year with the help of the volunteers in
Holland the following graves were located in
the cemeteries of Groesbeek and Holten
and will have Fort Garry Horse regimental
flags with poppies placed on these graves
as well as a candle.

Remembrance - I kept the faith, I honoured
you all.
I remembered your face.
My life was lived as best I could,
I hope you can see I thrived to do good.
I stand at the door to see you again
Please dear comrades do let me in.
Our table is set, dear brother - come in.
Your time with us here does now begin.
At the going down of the sun and in the
morning
We will remember them
-Robert Laurence Binyon
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Following are pictures of some of the graves that were part of this effort.
Holten
Tpr Howard Woodrow Armstrong
Capt John G. Fulton
Tpr Frederick Lockinger

Tpr Fred Butterworth
SSM Douglas Haig Issett
Cpl William James Macdonald

Groesbeek
Tpr Lawrence Reginald Bell
Tpr Eldred Alonzo Kennedy
Tpr John Graham Mustard
Tpr Minora Tanaka
Sgt Robert William Finch
Lt John Swainson

Tpr Franklin Edward Doherty
Tpr Robert Henry Keehn
Tpr Mario Ruaben
LCpl Melville Ernest Russell
Lt Norman Octavius Hooper
Cfn George Wesly Olson 55 L.A.D.
RCEME
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No arrangements were able to be made this year to place regimental flags on the graves in
Bergen, but candles will be placed on the graves of the following:
Bergen-op-Zoom
Tpr Hohn Francis Bean
Tpr Marvin Davidson
Tpr Russell John Kitchemonia
Tpr George Archibald Riley
Tpr Robert G Wallis
LCpl Henry Leith Howe
Sgt Gerald Vincent Jorgenson
Lt Arthur Percival Thompson

Tpr Robert Oswald Blake
Tpr Edward Ket
Tpr Richard Michael Rashotte
Tpr John G Stoutenburg
Tpr William Maurice Wilson
Cpl Alexander Nodrick
SSM William Martin
Maj Charles Wesley Fletcher

The Dutch people more than any other work tirelessly to respect and remember our fallen and
for the last five years an ex-serviceman, Peter Marwick, has made it his mission to raise funds
for this worthwhile endeavor.
We are extremely proud that the Fort Garry Horse Regimental Association could play a part in
this effort in 2021 and it is our hope that our fallen fellow servicemen and women be
remembered in a likewise fashion. No matter where their final resting place be.
And at the going down of the sun and in the morning, WE WILL REMEMBER THEM.
In Memory Christopher Kolodka
On November 14, 2021, at the age of 62
years old, WO Christopher "Chris" Kolodka
(ret’d) passed away at Misericordia Place
Personal Care Home in Winnipeg. Chris
was predeceased by his father Frank,
mother Helen and sister Kathleen. He was a
veteran of the Canadian Forces serving with
the Fort Garry Horse from 1978 until 1998.
He then worked as a Commissioner in
Winnipeg. Those that knew Chris knew he
had his faults and was a colourful character
that cared deeply for the Regiment and had
a big heart. Chris' sense of humour,
storytelling, and his unique personality will
be missed by his family and friends. He was
predeceased by his parents and younger
sister and lives on in the memories of those

that served with him. Chris’ final wishes
were for no service to be held and that he
went out on his own terms. Facta non
Verba…..Out.
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Invitation to Battle of Moreuil Wood
Luncheon for the Left Coast Lancers
All Black Hats, spouses and friends are
invited to attend the Battle of Moreuil Wood
Luncheon for the Left Coast Lancers on 31
March 2022 to be held at the Sidney North
Saanich Yacht Club. The Left Coast
Lancers are serving and retired members
of the corps. Anyone interested should
contact David Scandrett for joining
instructions.
As our attendees are normally older, foot
travel from the mainland is free and
transport is available to and from the ferries
and the yacht club. The gulf island cruise
for lunch is all part of the experience.
David Scandrett
Operations Officer and Maître de
Left Coast Lancers
Tango14@outlook.com
778-245-2800

with four people total. We were to watch a
lonely bridge in the foothills somewhere.
The weather was bitterly cold, but we only
had about six inches of snow, so we could
drive fairly close to a hide and OP site. After
we had set up the OP, two of us struggled
to set up the five-man tent for shelter and
then everyone fell into the routine. It was
black dark all the while.
I started the stove and moved it into the tent
and sat to compose my OP report. All of a
sudden, the stove flared up to about three
feet which was a very dangerous thing. I
lashed out with my foot, the lid slammed
shut and the stove slid out under the door
flap. Well, I soon had lots of things on fire
like the brush, trees and burning fuel on top
of the snow even and everything was a
brilliant yellow colour in the light, which
could likely be seen from space. My Ptl 2IC
came out of the OP to see what was going
on and then started to laugh (heartily I might
add). He clapped his mitts together and
said, “Well done Warrant, well done!” I think
I delicately told him to go back to the OP.

Memories - Back In The Day
Almost all military stories have a lesson or
two imbedded in them. Some are funny,
some are not. Often some poor person is
reminded of their transgression for years on.
I write this in the hopes that soldiers write
about some of their adventures. I hope this
resonates with you and that you will
consider putting in a short piece for the next
newsletter. One of my adventures….
In my early career, I was a member of the
KOCalgR.
The
Regiment
did
reconnaissance in open jeeps with the
windshield usually down as did the FGH.
One wintery cold exercise in the late 70s I
was a Troop WO and had a two-car patrol

Once things had settled down, I set out to
find an alternate OP. Unbeknown to me, my
right winter mitt had come out of my parka
pocket and was dragging along behind on
the idiot string. At some point I heard
something, and, in the starlight, I turned
around and saw an animal right behind me.
I jumped and it attacked me. It turns out I
was on the edge of an embankment and
rolled down fighting my mitt all the way to
the bottom. At some point, I must have let
out a cry loud enough to be heard in the OP.
Having won the fight and consolidated my
position at the bottom of the hill, I climbed
back up now full of snow everywhere. At
least I didn’t lose my weapon, but it was
15
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clogged with snow. Eventually I got back to
the hide and was asked what happened by
my 2IC. I think I again told him to go back to
the OP.
Lots of lessons learned that night and they
haven’t let me forget it.
Major (Ret’d) Jim Scott
2021 Soldier’s Appreciation Dinner
On December 11, 2021, The Fort Garry
Horse and 31 Engineer Squadron held a
joint Soldier's Appreciation Dinner for the
first time since the pandemic at Lieutenant
Harcus Strachan VC MC Armoury. The
Units presented scholarships to deserving
soldiers as well as awards for leadership
and exceptional work over the past year.
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Fort Garry Horse Foundation Bursaries Presented
On December 11, 2021, at the Soldiers’ Appreciation Dinner the following bursaries were
presented:
Recipient
Pte Hussain Kharal
Cpl Shay Stoler
Pte Manveer Gill
Pte Serena Derksen
OCdt William Anderson
Cpl Marion Madayag
Tpr Nuqman Nazri

Bursary
McGowan / Davidson
Solar/Hasiuk
McArton
Morton
Hastings
Little
Finkle

THE REGULAR REGIMENT – 1958-1970
Excerpt from “Facta Non Verba”
Sixty-three years ago….
FORMATION
In the autumn of 1956, the world was
trembling on the brink of global war. The
Soviet Union was in the process of brutally
suppressing an uprising in Hungary while at
the same time fighting had broken out in the
Middle East with Britain, France and Israel
arrayed against Egypt. It was as a result of
this parlous situation that the North Atlantic
Treaty Organisation (NATO) undertook a
review of its options or the defence of
Western Europe. Its previous plan had been
predicated on the use of nuclear weapons to
deter Soviet aggression. The conventional
forces in Germany, including a Canadian
brigade group, were for all intents and
purposes a tripwire designed to set off a
nuclear response. That idea now appeared to
be too simplistic and too inflexible. The threat
of nuclear weapons had not held back the
Soviets in Hungary and that increasingly
aggressive state would be even less likely to
be deterred in future. The new NATO strategy
would, therefore, be more flexible. It would

Amount
$1500
$1000
$500
$500
$500
$500
$500

involve the use of both nuclear weapons and
strong conventional forces. The latter would
contain a Soviet penetration into West
Germany while NATO ’s nuclear weapons
were used to take out strategic targets in the
Soviet homeland. With that accomplished the
conventional forces would then go on the
offensive to reclaim the territory lost in the
initial invasion. It was as a result of these
considerations that the Canadian military
presence in Germany was substantially
increased. The 2nd Canadian Infantry
Brigade Group (CIBG) was relieved by the
stronger 4th CIBG. For the Royal Canadian
Armoured Corps this meant replacing the
single tank squadron that had served in 2
CIBG with a complete armoured regiment
(The Royal Canadian Dragoons) and a
reconnaissance squadron—also from the
RCD. However, this brigade group was just
‘the foot on the ground.’ Back in Canada, the
three remaining brigade groups had to be
restructured in the same way so that they
could replace 4 CIBG in peacetime or
reinforce it in wartime. That meant increasing
the number of regular armoured regiments
from two to four so that there would be one in
each formation.
18
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In 1957 the third regular regiment was raised,
but rather than create a new unit from scratch
the decision was taken to base it on the
traditions of an existing armoured regiment.
The minister of national defence, with advice
from the chief of the general staff, selected
the 8th (New Brunswick) Hussars (Princess
Louise’s) for this honour. A provincial title
such as ‘New Brunswick Hussars’ was not
suitable for a regiment that would recruit
nationally and so the title was changed to
1/8th Canadian Hussars while the Militia
regiment, which would remain active as such,
was re-titled 2/8th Canadian Hussars. As we
shall see, these confusing designations
would soon be changed. The following year
saw the raising of the fourth regular armoured
regiment but the naming of this unit followed
a slightly different path. In this case the new
minister, there had been a change of
government in the interval, went to the Royal
Canadian Armoured Corps Association,
which was holding its annual meeting in
Camp Borden Ontario, and requested that
they select a name for the new unit. Their
instructions noted that the new unit should be
rooted in Western Canada—to balance the
Maritime origins of the Hussars—and it
should not have a provincial affiliation. It only
took the Association one day to reach their
unanimous decision. The new unit would
become the 1st Fort Garry Horse while the
Militia unit became the 2nd Fort Garry Horse.
Following the minister’s announcement
events moved swiftly. The new commanding
officer was to be Lieutenant-Colonel James
Charlton Gardner, CD (1920-2007). Gardner
was a 1940 graduate of the Royal Military
College who had seen action during the
Second World War with the British Army’s
Royal Tank Regiment. Captured in North
Africa he escaped from an Italian prisoner-ofwar camp and became involved in partisan

warfare. After returning to Britain he was
informed that he would not be returned to his
unit lest he be recaptured. This determined
his next move and so he rejoined the
Canadian Army in England in April 1944.
After the war he joined Lord Strathcona’s
Horse and was serving as the regimental
second-in-command when he was told that
he had been selected to command the 1st
Fort Garry Horse. In Petawawa, which would
be the new regiment’s first station, Major
Donald H. Morgan, CD, commanding ‘D’
Squadron of the Royal Canadian Dragoons,
was informed that he, and all his soldiers,
would be re-badged to become ‘A’ Squadron
1st Fort Garry Horse—all 20 of them! On 19
November 1958 the new minister, The
Honourable George Pearkes, VC, was
scheduled to visit Petawawa to officiate at the
inaugural ceremony. ‘D’ Squadron was still a
part of the RCD and there was, therefore, not
much for the Minister to officiate over since
the new regiment comprised just two people,
Gardner and Warrant Officer Class I E.J.
Armer—the RSM designate. Gardner went to
Major Morgan to obtain two items, a
Centurion tank (specifically one without any
RCD markings) and a Centurion driver. In this
task he was assisted by a former Garry, the
Honorable Gordon M. Churchill. He not only
got these two items but also a third, a
commanding officer’s pennant sewn up by
Mrs. Morgan. The Minister was thus able to
present FGH cap badges to LieutenantColonel Gardner, WOI Armer and Trooper
Frank L. Goebel the Centurion’s driver. He
also formally presented the commanding
officer’s pennant to Gardner who had it
placed on the new tank, which had been
sitting up to now in the Camp Petawawa
ordnance compound. That vehicle, now
crewed by the first three members of the
regiment, was then driven past the minister to
launch the unit.
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The annual summer concentration began in
Petawawa in June, but only Reconnaissance
and
Headquarters
Squadrons
were
deployed. The remainder of the Regiment
stayed in camp to prepare the way for the
imminent arrival of ‘B’ and ‘C’ Squadrons.

FGH Commanding Officer’s pennant.

Later on that same day the Colonel
Commandant of the Corps, Worthy,
presented FGH badges to Major Morgan and
his new ‘A’ Squadron, 1st Fort Garry Horse.
Following a Christmas break the new
regiment set about organising itself. On 5
January Recruit Class R 32 arrived from
Camp Borden to help flesh out ‘A’ Squadron
which was also carrying out the functions of a
headquarters squadron as well as its own
training and organisation. Reconnaissance
Squadron (three scout troops of seven
Ferrets each), commanded by Major David
Taylor, was the next to be formed although it
remained at skeleton strength until Recruit
Classes R 33 and R 34 arrived to help bring
it up to strength in the spring.
May of 1959 saw the unit’s first deployment,
to Camp Meaford on the shores of Georgian
Bay, where they provided instruction and
training for Militia units from across Ontario.
The Fort Garrys gave demonstrations of tank
troop drills and filled key positions in Militia
unit organisations to assist with their
exercises. Major Taylor took advantage of the
return trip to Petawawa to exercise his
squadron on a far-ranging scheme that saw
them travel from Owen Sound to Kingston
and then Camp Borden before returning
home.

In April 1959 an announcement was made to
the effect that ‘D’ Squadron of Lord
Strathcona’s Horse would re-badge as ‘B’
Squadron of the Fort Garrys while the 1/8th
Canadian Hussars would be made
responsible for manning the new ‘C’
Squadron. By October 1959 the Regiment,
one year after formation, was at full
establishment. The key officer appointments
at this time were:
CO Lieutenant-Colonel J.C. Gardner, CD
2 i/c Major W.D. Little, MC, CD
Adjutant Captain P.A. Neatby
OC ‘A’ Squadron Major D.H. Morgan, CD
OC ‘B’ Squadron Major J.W. Ritchie, MC, CD
OC ‘C’ Squadron Major R.A. Gartke, CD4
OC Recce Squadron Major D. Taylor, CD
OC Headquarters Squadron Major W.G.
Harrod, MC, CD5
Of these officers Little and Ritchie had been
wartime Garrys and this added an important
degree of regimental continuity to the unit. In
fact the Army was concerned that there be as
much regimental continuity as possible and
so a service-wide offer was made to the effect
that any former Fort Garrys who wished to
transfer to the new unit could do so.
The selection of Gardner proved to have
important consequences for the Fort Garrys.
Every regiment, for better or for worse, has a
distinctive personality. All ranks come and go
over the years but the institutional
personality, once established, tends to linger.
The regular Fort Garry Horse were
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particularly fortunate in the tone set by
Gardner. It to that of Gardner’s first unit, the
Royal Tank Regiment; an organisation that
had none of the less pleasant pretensions of
cavalry but rather prided itself on its
professionalism allied
with a down-to-earth outlook on life. In a very
short period the regular Fort Garrys would
pass from being a competent unit of
professional soldiers to one of NATO ’s crack
regiments and this was a direct result of the
foundations laid by Gardner and developed
by his successors.

19 November 1958. Minister of Trade and Commerce and former
Fort Garry, Gordon Churchill, presents cap badges to
Lieutenant-Colonel Gardner, Regimental Sergeant Major Armer
and Trooper Goebel.

The Collected Works of 2 FGH
Ex-Corporals Circa 1979
Family rumours has it that two FGH excorporals wrote the following two tunes in
approximately 1979. Can you identify the
two song writers?
King of the Coach
(Sung to the tune of King of the Road)
19 November 1958. To mark the formation of the new regiment
a Centurion tank driven by Trooper Goebel, with LieutenantColonel Gardner and RSM Armer in the turret rolls past the
Minister of National Defence.

Memories to Share
Everyone has some memories. Do you have
a memory from your time in the Unit you
would like to share with us? Think back and
please take the time to forward them to
bobdolyniuk@gmail.com for inclusion in an
upcoming edition of the Blue & Gold.

Quarter-ton for sale or rent
Hotch to let, fifty cents
No HEP, no HEAT, no HESH
Ain’t got no armour yet
Ah but two years of driving jeep
Gets you a chance in the commander’s seat
I’m a grunt by no means, baby,
King of the Coach
I know every lateral on every trace
Every fire position in every place
I know every defile and tactical bound
And every place to leaguer when no one’s
around
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Assault troop in close support
We use them as our last resort
They wear black hats but they pound the
ground
And when you need them they can’t be found
They look, smell, and act like grunts
They clear defiles and other stunts
But they’re grunts by no means, baby,
Kings of the Coach
I’ve driven through forests and run over trees
I’ve been stuck in swamps right up to my
knees
I’ve blown every kind of mine there is to be
found
I’ve forded rivers and almost drowned
Third callsign off the plane
Destination, nowhere sane
Enemy in hot pursuit
No time for my rainsuit
Do I catch pneumonia in the night
Up again before first light
I’m a grunt by no means, baby,
King of the Coach
O-Group at two o’clock
Have to lay a big roadblock
No time to pack my kit
No time to take a sh*t
So I’m eatin’ crackers from my ration pack
Tryin’ to stop a sh*t attack
I’m a grunt by no means, baby,
King of the Coach
Third airlift, transport plane
Driving in the pouring rain
Old worn out combat boots
Broken zippers on my crewsuit
I wear old combats I have found
Short, and much too big around
But I’m a grunt by no means, baby
King of the Coach

Time, Crash Harbour Please
(Sung to the tune of Time Gentlemen Please)
Time, crash harbour please
It’s time you were no longer here
Time, crash harbour please
It’s time to pack up your gear
I’ll give you some orders
Grids right and grids wrong
We’ll all move together
So we’ll get along
We have to withdraw, so please come along
For it’s time, crash harbour please

The Fort Garry Horse Museum &
Archives Receives Award of Excellence
On December 15, 2021, The Fort Garry
Horse Museum & Archives received an
Award of Excellence from the Association of
Manitoba Museums. The collaboration
between The Fort Garry Horse Museum &
Archives and the Mennonite Heritage Village
on the “Mennonites at War Exhibit” resulted
in both organizations being chosen to receive
an Award from the Association of Manitoba
Museums for its Excellence in Institutional
Collaboration and Community Programming.
A big thanks to the support of Derk Derin and
Doug Carpenter, we could not have put it
together without you.
You can view a virtual tour of the exhibit
here:
https://mennoniteheritagevillage.com/menno
nites-at-war.../
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Winnipeg Jets Canadian Armed Forces
(CAF) Night
A big “Thank You” goes out to Brian
Hastings and Qualico and Bill Parrish and
Parrish and Heimbecker Ltd. for giving forty
of our soldiers their suites for the Winnipeg
Jets Canadian Armed Forces (CAF) Night on
Saturday November 13, 2021. The Jets
fought back to force the game into overtime
for an exciting 3-2 win over the Los Angeles
Kings.
An important piece of the Jets CAF initiative
each year is raising funds for Canadian
Armed Forces to support military members
and their families. In a show of thanks to CAF
personnel for their service, Jets players wore
limited edition military-themed jerseys and
goalie masks during the pre-game warm-up
which were auctioned off online from
November 18 – 28, 2021. In 2020, the jerseys
raised over $36,000 for the CAF. In addition
to the proceeds from the auction, an
additional $50,000 will be distributed to four
military charities - the Military Families Fund,
the Air Force Heritage Fund, Soldier On, and
the RCAF Foundation.
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Memories - Winter Reconnaissance
Training
I believe it was in February 1997. I was the
Officer Commanding A Squadron that year. I
wanted to have an exercise in winter
conditions that achieved a number of
objectives. Some of the objectives were to
gain confidence in our winter clothing, do
actual mounted reconnaissance in winter
conditions, and also to use an area for the
training that we were not familiar with, which
would make us use new maps (ones that no
one knew the grids for without having to look).
We found a little community centre just
outside of Beausejour.
We obtained
permission to use it as a base of operations
for the exercise, and we also received
clearance to train on the local roads in that
area. So, we set up a reconnaissance trace
to start Saturday morning.
On Friday night, we left the armoury and
headed straight out to the community centre.
At that time, we didn't normally have enough
drivers in the Squadron to provide a driver for
the Squadron Commander. So, often the
Regimental Sergeant-Major who was Chief
Warrant Officer Dave Koltun at that time,
often volunteered to be my driver, which was
the case on this weekend. Upon arrival in the
parking lot at the community centre, as soon
as we stopped, I started to take the tarps and
doors off of my vehicle. We were using the
Iltis at this time. I rarely had to give the order
to remove tarps and doors, as once the
troops saw me taking mine off, they knew
they were going to do it as well. The RSM
looked at me with that “seriously” type look,
had a big sigh, and then proceeded to assist
me in removing the tarps and doors. Once
the troops all noticed this, they also began to
remove tarps and doors for storage. A lot of

soldiers looked like they couldn't believe it.
The temperature was around -20.

We moved inside the community centre for
the night. Orders were issued for the next
day, fire pickets were set up, and everyone
went to sleep. Well, they tried to go to sleep.
There were a few people that were capable
of very loud snoring. One person in particular
was so loud that it did indeed disturb the
sleep for almost everyone in the building –
regardless of how far away you were!
On Saturday morning, after breakfast, off we
went to do the exercise. Everyone was
bundled up solid. Mukluks, fleece pants,
combat pants, fleece jackets, parkas, arctic
mitts, and the white “storm trooper” style hats
on our heads with goggles on to protect our
eyes. The day started off at about -25 or so
and if I remember correctly warmed up to
about -15. Driving down highways and local
gravel roads at these temperatures without
doors and tarps while doing route and sector
reconnaissance was a new experience for
many of the soldiers. I can tell you just about
every heater in those vehicles was cranked to
the maximum, even if that only provided a
belief that you were warmer because of it.
The local population that came across that
day, all looked on in wonder at what they
were seeing.
At the end of the day, we all gathered at the
community centre again.
After supper,
debriefs were conducted for the days training
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and orders were given for Sunday. A lot of
requests were received to find an isolated
location for the one individual whose snoring
kept many awake the night before. Some
even said they would rather sleep outside in
the cold than suffer through that again. We
were able to apply some mitigation strategies
to reduce the amount of disruption caused by
the snoring, that did allow most to get some
solid sleep that night.
On Sunday, the Commanding Officer,
Lieutenant-Colonel Borden Hasiuk came to
visit the training. He hopped into the back
seat of my Iltis and off we went to observe the
training. I didn't realize it until much later that
day, but we almost froze the Commanding
Officer that day. He was not wearing the
same level of clothing that the rest of us were
– combat boots instead of mukluks, no “storm
trooper” hat, just the parka with hood, toque
and scarf. In the back seat of an Iltis doing
80 km/h at -20, this is not clothing that will
protect you well enough. Not that he ever said
a word of course. It was the RSM that noticed
it first and quietly mentioned it to me. So, we
made our way back to the community center
to let the CO warm up again.
For lunch, everyone came back to the
community centre, and we put all the doors
and tarps back on for the trip back to the
armoury. Everyone was grateful for that.
For those that were on that exercise, I doubt
they will ever forget it. I am still reminded
about it every once in a while by some. While
it was an exercise to remember, I'm not sure
how many remember it fondly. But all of our
objectives were achieved. I don't believe we
even had one case of frost bite, and given the
conditions, that was just about a miracle.
LCol (Ret’d) Dave Atwell

HLCol Graeme Haig’s Medals
I noticed in our museum we did not have Lt
Col Graeme Haig’s medals. I was curious
because Graeme is a relative of mine.
Senator Haig was Graeme’s uncle. Now I
don’t want to get into a flow chart here as
there are lots of Haigs but my family bought
the Senator’s cottage at Ponemah just south
of Winnipeg Beach because my Uncle
married a Haig.
Graeme was a very well-known and
respected lawyer in Winnipeg. I can
remember as a young child visiting Graeme’s
office and seeing his windowsill lined up with
“toy” tanks. I thought at the time this was very
strange for a grown man to have a collection
of “toy” tanks.
I will regret to this day that I never asked why.
Who knew that one day I would have the
honour to serve as the Honorary Colonel of
The Fort Garry Horse just like Graeme and
see his picture looking down on me in our
Officer’s mess?
Two years ago I asked Graeme’s daughter,
Margot Haig, if she knew where Graeme’s
medals were. She though they were given to
the Manitoba Dragoons where Graeme
served during the war.
There is one thing I can say good about
COVID, it caused for a lot of long overdue
clean up in many a house. To my delight
Margot found Graeme’s medals. I asked if the
Haig family would donate the medals to the
Fort Garry Horse, as Graeme was our
Honourary LCol. I had hoped we could
celebrate the donation on our November 11
day in 2019. Well, COVID killed those plans,
as it did in 2020. 2021 was not much better
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except on November 4 at the Regiment’s
private Remembrance Day ceremonies,
Angela Haig, daughter of Graeme, presented
the medals to The Fort Garry Horse
Foundation, which in turn has loaned the
medals to the museum. It even gets better
along with the medals, the Haig family
presented several pictures of Graeme during
the war with hand written notes on the back.
I inherited Graeme’s spurs.

Above are Graeme’s medals.

The family story behind Graeme’s winning of
the medal tells something of LCol Haig’s
personality. The story goes that The
Dragoons did enter Meppel but had to retreat.
The following day when they re-entered
Meppel they found several Dutch people who
had welcomed them the day before were
hanging in the street. You just don’t want to
piss off a Haig and when he found the
retreating Germans they were not going to
get away, and Graeme won his Military
Cross.
Citation for the Military Cross (MC)
Lieutenant Graeme Thomson Haig,
18th Armoured Car Regiment (12th Manitoba
Dragoons)
On 7th April 1945, Lieutenant Haig’s troop was

directed on Meppel (map reference 9556) via
Balkbrug (map reference 0845) – T-road (map
reference 050538) – Meppel. Information from two
prisoners captured at Balkbrug and from civilians
indicated that the enemy were withdrawing ten to
fifteen minutes ahead of him towards Meppel and
that some had taken up a position in woods at map
reference 0846.
When the lead scout car reached T-Road at map
reference 050537 they requested support from the
Troop Leader’s armoured car. Lieutenant Haig
immediately moved ahead of the scout car and
observed that there were forty to fifty Germans in
this position but in view of the fact that he had
achieved complete surprise decided that this could
be exploited to his advantage. In company with
his Sergeant’s car he moved forward
approximately one hundred yards engaging enemy
who had taken up positions in the buildings. As he
did this he came under fire from two Panzerfausts.
Although he appreciated that the enemy had
recovered from this surprise and were in greater
strength than he had at first considered, being in all
the buildings around his vehicle and apparently
most of them equipped with Panzertausts, with
complete disregard for personal safety and with
outstanding leadership and direction to the
remainder of his troop, Lieutenant Haig pressed
home the attack to the enemy. At the same time he
called for support from Fourth Troop which was still
engaging enemy approximately 5 miles to his rear.
As the fighting progressed, his ammunition was
almost expended when fourth troop arrived. He
dismounted from his armoured car while still
under intense enemy fire, obtained ammunition
from an armoured car from Fourth Troop, issued
orders to the supporting troop as to what targets
to engage, and continued the fight.
As a result of Lieutenant Haig’s complete disregard
for his personal safety, his outstanding leadership
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and skill under intense enemy small arms, machine
fun and sporadic Panzerfaust fire, he killed
approximately twelve enemy and forced the
remainder to withdraw. This enabled him to
advance to the outskirts of Meppel, thereby
securing the eastern approach to this town and
contributing to the further disorganization and
demoralisation of the enemy which assisted in the
sealing off of northern Holland. Lieutenant Haig’s
leadership, determination to close with the enemy
and example under fire were an inspiration to his
men.

Graeme also received the Order of Canada
for his volunteer work. Graeme held
executive positions with both the Manitoba
and Canadian Bar Associations and served
as Special Commissioner inquiring into
Lotteries and Gambling in Manitoba in 1979.
At the community level he has distinguished
himself as the dedicated President of the
Winnipeg Humane Society, United Way and
Chamber of Commerce, as well as of the
Canadian Foundation on Alcohol and Drug
Dependencies, of which he was Life Member

I have taken the liberty to highlight above
because this is how you win a MC.

Our “Facta Non Verba” is full of pictures of
Graeme during his service with The Fort
Garry Horse. For a man who made his living
using words he lived our motto.

Surrounded by a much larger enemy which
were situated in protective housing, you leave
your tank run to another tank get more
ammunition, give direction, and return to your
tank to continue the battle. Did I mention,
never piss off a Haig?
Medals of Lieutenant Colonel Graeme
Thomson Haig MC, CM, CD, QC.

Deeds Not Words
Respectful submitted by a proud distant
relative and your Honourary Colonel Bob
Williams

Membership Renewal Time
It is now time to renew our Fort Garry Horse
Regimental
Association
memberships.
Without asking approximately half a dozen
members have already renewed their
memberships without being asked. Thank
you!

The medals as mounted left to right.
Military Cross (MC)
Member of the Order of Canada (CM)
The 1939-45 Star
The France and Germany Star
The Defence Medal
Canadian Volunteer Service Medal with clasp
The War Medal 1939-45
Queen Elizabeth II Silver Jubilee Medal 1977
Canadian Forces Decoration (CD) with 2 clasps

Please renew or apply for your membership
by browsing to:
https://fortgarryhorse.ca/FGHKitShop/
and clicking on the Shop tab, then choose
Item 1. Annual membership is $25.00.
Please do renew your membership or if you
are not currently a member, we invite you to
join our Association. Donations are also
gratefully accepted.
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